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X HE author feels the most ex- 
alted pride, in anticipating your 
favour, on the following pages : 

Deign then, ye fair arfrtrators of 
taste and refinement, to sanction 
them with your illustrious patro- 
nage. 

It is your element — it is your pro- 
vince — it is your privilege — to de- 
cide on lucubrations like these. 

Permit 



VI DEDICATION. 

PermfeOtyuiiy thei^to, oonfide in 
that Benign and amiable iridulgence, 
to which the sex are ever prompt; 
and be assured, that the same mo- 
ment you divihely condescend to 
countenance hii ffiorts} you confer 
on hirp an ^e?Umabl^ favour, such 
as he will ever cherish as the Idol 
of his soul, wh fe4t eonstitutes the 
supremest gratification of his wishes.' 

. T.H.W. 
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THE HORRID SPECTREU 



CHAPTER I. 



I 



T was in the decline of a summer's 
day, as a geQt]eman.of the narae of Bell- 
grove was inaking his way over a desert 
heath, wild and forlorn in its appearance, 
just at the entrance of a dreary lane, his 
horse took fright at a sudden glare of 
Iight which darted' a^ross the road^..^.^ 

\t was with difficulty the rider could 

keep his seal, while the animal kept 

vol. i. b kickingj 
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kicking, plunging and rearing, as if 
Struck with -some sudden *impulse of 
terror, and immediately galloped off 
with the greatest rapidity. 

Our traveller, though cndued with a 
more than common presence of mind, 
feit alarm at his hazardous Situation, 
which threatened every moment his de- 
struetion ; when, fortunately, in turn- 
ing a corner, hi&Jioxse was checked by 
a gate, which opposed his passage. 

Orlando, after recovering himself, 
took refuge under a free, as heavy 
drops of rain began'to fall, and the sky 
wore the appearance of an approaching 
storm. 

« 

Scarce had he taken shelte», when a 
tremendous clap of thunder broke ove* 
him, which seemed to shake the earth, 
and was sueeeed^d by a dreadful flash 
of lightning, which momentarily af- 

fected 
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fected his sight, and shivered a tree not 
far from him. 

The storm now arose to a raost awful 
height, and seemed to threaten univer- 
sal desolation. 

i 

The ungovernable wind shook every 
tree as though it would instantaneously 
tear it up by the roots, produced a 
dreadful rustling among the branches, 
and howled in tones melancholy and 
horrid. 

The rain came down with a fury as 
though it would level all around ; . and 
the vivid glare which took place at in- 
tervals, served only to make each object 
assume some dreadful and unmeaning 
shape. 

■ 

"i 

Our traveller, in the midst of this 
convulsion of nature, thought it pru- 
dent to dismount, as his horse was be- * 

B st come 



4 BELLGROVE CASTLE; OH, 

come ungöveraäbly restive; and, hav* 
ing tied him to a branch of a tree, Atood 
meditäting on his melancholy Situation. 

♦ * 

His yeflections, in such a State*; v^erei 
of course, gloomy, and his apprehen- 
sions heightened,, under the supposition 
that these occurrences jforeboded some 
unlucky eveftt ;. the delay, likewise, 
vvhich it occasioned, added in no smal] 
degree to his anxiety, as he had set out 
upon business of the most pressing and 
most important nature. 

The Storni shortly after subsided, but 
left him in such profound darkness, 
that he despaired of recovering the roacj 

again. 

* * 

In this forlorn Situation he determined 
to trust himself.ttvthe sagacity of the 
animal he rode, who; after making sc- 
veyal pauses and stumbling in different 
places, at last brought him to a. spot 

which 
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which he conje&ured to be an open 
road. 

Our hero was now involved in a casc 
«f no small perplexity ; the darkness of 
Che night had carried him quite out of 
the ttack it was his inten tion to pursue ; 
and, after riding in various directions, 
he was totally at a loss how to proceed. 

Nothing could be more distressing to * 
our travfeller, to whom every mometits 
delay seemed to bring sentiments of 
horror and despair ; he grew quite dis- 
consolate at this adventure, and suffered 
his horse to take any road to which he 
was inclined : a favourable incident, 
however, soon happened to cheer his 
mmd : — the sky begati to clear, and the . 
moon, bursting through a cloud, raarlc 
all around him visible. 

Our hero looked about with the hopes 
of discoveiing the road he had wandered 

b 3 from ; 
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from ; but all was stränge, and the only 
consolation left him was the sound of a 
distant bell, which, at solemn intervals, 
proclaimed the hour of twelve. 

In an impulse of despair, he directed 

his way to the place from whence the 

i sound proceeded, and continued to tra- 

** vel in several winding directions, but 

without success ; at length he arrived at 

> a lonely-looking habitation, silrrounded 

by a thick and massy wall. 

... * The appearance of the building was 

by no means a cordial to his almost ex- 
hausted spirits. It was nearly dropping 
. into ruins, and the wall surrounding it 
had wide gaps in several places, and, 
by its leaning posture, threatened to in- 
volve the passenger in a heap of ruins. 

Our hero began to doubt whether 
this mouldering fabric contained any 
human being, or not ; yet, from a sud- 

den 
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den appearance of light which darted 
across one of the Windows, he concluded 
it to be inhabited ; under this persua- 
sion, he applied himself to the knocker 
of the gate, but no one answered; he 
repeated the blow, but all was still. 

Orlando was on the point öf retiring, 
when a second flash of light, in a more 
distant part of the building, made him 
resolve to persist. He now dismounted, 
and giving the door a sudden shock, the 
rusty and time-worn hinges gave way, 
and he found himself in a court-yard, 
the stones of w T hich were overgrown 
with weeds and moss. 

Having secured his horse by shutting 
the door, he advanced towards the porch 
that led into the building, which he con- 
jectured to be the remains of a vener- 
able abbey; and applying himself to the 
latch, the door opened, and he entered 
a spacious hall, the antique Windows öf 

b 4 which 
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Whicft ^dmittad jwst Jlght enough for 
him:Äf«irvey tfceioHtaiy ?elics it con- 
taiittrii- v • * • 

4 

«\ 

f 

In someparts lay fragments of ancient 
armour ; a rusty lance, or two, leaned 
in one corner of the room, and here 
and there hung a mouldy and worm- 
eaten picture. By the chimney stood a 
largctdecayed arm-chair, \yhich, for.it^ 
h^igKt and figure, seemed to bave beeyi 
in the serrtce trf-many gqnerations. 

t • - • ' - * 

Our beip ^qenllg ao b'eftfer ^ppoiftu- 
nity of ^equiwng x£s*/ fröm the fatigwe 
he feit, than this venerable article af- 
forded, threw himself iiito it and tried 
to forget the dreariness of his Situation 
by a favpurable slumber. f 

Scarcely had he. attempted this, when 

_ a^pi£rc£n&*j&riek,~l&e the sound of a 

femafe^Yöfce, roüsed him from the re- 

verie he fmd: fallen; in to. He siarted up 

and 
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and flew to the door. Here he conti- 
nued to listen, but all was now still and 
silent as the grave. ' 

He knew nc>t what to make of these 
stränge occurrences; at one time he 
thought the abbey to be inhabitcd by 
banditti, at another, that the whole was 
roenely the illusion of fancy. 

In this undetermined State he betook 
himself a second time to bis seat, when 
* sudden-fluttering against the Windows, 
succeeded by horrid screams, produced 
another Interruption to his design . Or- 
lando, however, soon suggested the 
cause of this event, and concluded that 
the place had long been the ' resort of 
screech-owls and bats. 

He soon discovered that this abode 
bade defiance to repose; every now and 
then, a sudden blast shöok the building, 
made the doors rattle like thunder, beat 

b 5 against 



10 BELLGROVE CASTLE; 0R, Ä 

agäinst the casement, and whistled in a 
shrill and piercing tone through the 
numberless chinks, time had produced 
in it. 

Our traveller's ideas at length became 
confused by a repetition of lonely oc- 
currences, and he sunk into an agitated 
sleep, which produced the following 
dream : 

On a sudden he beheld a female form 
rise out of the earth ; she was habited in 
<leep mourning, her cheeks were pale 
and wan, and her countenance, which 
had been beautiful, denoted sorrow and 
despair ; she pressed a lovely infant to 
her breast, and with wistful eyes seemed 
to implore from him pity and assistance. 

. At this instant he beheld an uplifted 
dagger ; the hand that held it was visi- 
ble, but the form was enveloped in a 
thick gloomy vapour. A voice now ex- 

claimedj 
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claimed, " Murder is the deljght of my 
savage spirit ! I cannot suffer innocence 
to live ! Thus, then, I add another sa- 
crifice to my revenge!" Immediately the 
dagger pierced the breast of the unfor- 
tunate victim. It was reared again to 
assassinate the child, when a form, ex- 
pressive of raajesty and goodness inter- 
posed, and thus accosted the horrid 
spectre : 

<e Hold and forbear thy murderous 
purpose; too long has thy sanguinary 
soul triumphed; büt the hour of retri- 
bution is at hand ! thy power is exhaust- 
ed, and soon shall find an everlasting 
check ! 

" Retire to thy infernal abode, where 
thy accümulated crimes shall procure 
thee accumulated horrors. Thus, then, 
I sentence thee to torments unutter- 
able." 

b 6 At 
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At this moment the eartfi quaked, a 
horrid gulph af>pea*ea, from which 
issued a sulphureous sthoke and flame, 
in which the bloody spectre descended, 
and was heard no more. 

The awfiilness of this vision oper- 
ated so powerfully on ouiv traveller, 
that he awoke; but not without consi- 
derable sensations of inquietude and 
anxiety , Jte stärted from tfte chiair, and 
exclaimed, " m Ye heavenly powers pro- 
tect the innocetat, arid fthield them from 
a villam's purpose ! " '■ ' 

9 

V 

This ejaculation proceeded from an 
apprehensiori our hero entertained, that 
the dream was ominous to the pursuit 
he was engaged in. 

The perturbation which this idea threw 
Orlando i*te, was inexpressibly painful 
for the moment; but recovering from 

±% bis 
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his drowsiness, he thought it a weakiiess 
to lay too great a stress on the idle phan-> 
tasms of a dream; still, however, he 
could not help at times giving way to 
the opinion, that there was a sort of 
enchantment in this *flair, whkh d& 
noted some foul deeds . peculiar to the 
place. 

This opinion our traveller was deter- 
mined at some future period to investi-* 
gate; at present, his mind was intent 
upon a concern of the most tender and 
interesting nature, and which, since the 
dream, had made him additionally 
urgent tö prosecute his journey with all 
possible spCöd ätfd dispatch. 

Our hero quitted the place with dis- 
gust, and mounting his horse, which 
had grazed* in the court-yärd, rode off 
in search öf the nearest village, for the 
purpose of being directed in hfa way" to, 
Horrordale Castle». 

After 
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« 

After riding a considerable time he 
alighted at an habitation, which, though 
dignified by the title of inn, had nothing 
superior ' in point of appearance to a 
common publiohouse. Orlando was 
attended by a person who ushered him 
into a neat apartment, and by a cereuao- 
nions disposition to please, attracted his 
notice. notwithstanding his mind was 
then occupied by some very serious re- 
flections. 

When the waiter had attended our 
traveller with the most exact and most 
scrupulous conformity to hfe wishes, he 
retired, with an eager desire, to confer 
witfx his companions on the stranger's 
arrival. % 

" Jerry," cries one, who was sitting 
in the kitchen, " what sort of Company 
have you just let into the house; he 
seems to me as if he had rode hard and 
endured a good deal of fatigue, by the 

queerness 
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queerness of his looks. By the bye, 
this visit is a little extraordinary, as sei* 
dorn any traveller passes by us now-a- 
days ; I should like to get a peep at the 
newspapers — forty pounds, you know," 
— Here the enquirer gave a very sig- 
nificant look at his companionß, and 
concluded with saying — « I mean no 
refle&ions, gentlemen." 

Jerry shook his head and exclaimed, 
" Come, come, Master Larkins, don't 
be too hard upon a weary traveller ; I 
think his honour has rather too honest a 
countenance to be what you hint at; 
yet, there is something stränge and mis- 
terious in his appearance." 

" He put some odd questions to me/' 
continued Jerry, " which may have 
more meaning in tbem than poor Jen} 
can comprehend." 



fC 



Is your's a quiet house, waiter/' 

cries 
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cries his honour ?' cc O yfeg, jsir/' xepüed' 
I, "1 am never distarbed by äny thing, 
bat tfae bray ihg of an ass, or thc bark- 
ing of oiif gteat dog; bul the$e *vre 
'don't call t enahtsL of the house ; beside& 
I have ,now got so lised to theoi> (bat 
they dktwrb rae 110 nL6re than die crictet 
ar onr chimney-cooraer.'' 

* ■ 

" Have you many people ' in the 
village ?"— -" Very few, your honour. 
Ours, it is true, was once a populous 
place ; bnt, somehow, one and another 
dropping off, and some quitting.the v 
Spot, we have hardly any left— ^none> 
111 ßwear, öfany nöte; except myrntas- 
ter and myself." 

" You may send me up some're- 
fashment;" iays his worship; ". aiid at 
* future period I may become becter ao 
quainted with you/' ' 

" let iae see ; I don't altogether like 

that i 



that £q<U« icHririhg of intimacy with 
roc ; to^boofr; iepryy^to book ; have 
you cönxifutt^d^ ri\urder ?" — " No."« 
"Have you robbid any bne ?"—" Jtfo.**- 
—"Have you defrauded any ?•'— " Mo 1 .* 
— " Have you spoke treason ?" — " No." 



THris' Singular character now con-* 
cluded "bis sbliloquy, by exclaiming, 
" E&oeednigly Well, Mr. Jerry ,* V äta 
very glad you can give so göod an ac- 
count of yourself :" and a hearty laugh 
ensued at this instance of Jcjrjy fe peca-» 
liat tum of ythim and humour. 






• • « 

"Jerry was ä great favourite in the vil- 
läge, and, on account of his g$od«£tflffe 
and : cheerfulnesS", *wfcs dfstinguished by 
the title of Happy Jerry?* 

There was something in the physiog- 
nomy of this man> a sort of Compound 
of humour and gravity, that created a 
smile at first sight. "' k 

' He 



m 
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He was harmless in his conduct, and 
abounded in many quaint, out-of-the- 
way sort of sayings, which, though 
spoken sarcastically sometimes, were 
sure not to give offence. 

Jerry had for some time acted as ost- 
ler, though his abilities deserved a bet- 
ter Situation. He was a . tolerable me- 
chanjc; could bleed well; understood 
somethipg of drugs ; and, for his skill 
this way, was both surgeon and doctor 
of the village. He was master of manjs 
tricks in legerdemain ; Vas a profesaed 
astrolöger ; and often amused his neigh- 
bours with a description of their future 
fortunes. In short, he understood things 
so well, as to render himself a very use~ 
ful hand in the village. 

Jerry was peculiarly happy in his 
temper; a philosopher on all. occa- 
sions, though his philosophy was but of 
short duration in cases of danger; he 

was 



.* 
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was Jiappy in prosperity > and easy in ad- 
versity. 

The leading feature of his mind, how- 
ever, was superstition ; he had a strong 
reliance in the doctrine of ghosts, and 
often harrassed his fancy with a belief 
oftheir existence. 

He had his lucky and unlucky days ; 
could de t er m ine what were good and 
bad omens ; but all his ingenuity in this 
way served to make him, at times, timor- 
ous and unhappy, and frequently was 
the occasion of many uneasy sensations 
to his neighbours. 

Jerry'snumerous avocations in the 
family occupied nearly the whole of his 
time, so that he was frequently dis- 
turbed in the midst of a story : this hap- 
pened to be the case during his conver- 
sation in the kitchen. 

Just 
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- Just at the finish of his soüloquy, 
Ladung was preparing a jocular tale, 
when the bell rang, and Jerry was sum- 
moned to atfend the cüstomers in ano- 
ther quärtcr. 

When he returned, he found his asso- 
ciates engaged in a convfersation'abput 
the possibility of a persona appearancc 
to his friends after death. 

What gave rise to this discourse was, 
a circumstance that had occasioned much 
consternation in the neighbourhood. 

It had been asserted by Farmer Collet. 
and others, that they scarce ever re- 
turned home in the dusk of the evening, 
without being molested by a pale and 
ghastly figure, which every now-and-r 
then ijitercepted their passage, and 
never failed to accompany them tili they 
arrived at the ruinous abbey at some 
distance frff, where it instantly left theih 

and disappeared» 

Jerry 
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Am .Jerry was a staunch advocate far Ihe 
pxistence of dpirits. He was remark- 
3.bly eloquent whenever this subject was 
producedo and 'was . preparing a very 
Jeaflied harangiie in. tfaeir. Ibehalf, vrftea 
thfe.arm/il of a persc» df Jtobie >ap~ 
peara&ce totolly iatemuptpd bis design. 

« 

* % ■ 

Jerry flew tp assist the stranger in 
dismounting, who, leaving the horse in 
his custody, told him he should return 
again in the space of an hour. 

In the mean time Orlando sustained 

^ a weight of uneasiness as he sat dowato 

breakfast, partly from a reflection of his 

past experience, and partly from some 

very alarming apprehen^ions, which 

* every now-and-then arose in his mind. 

He had commenced his journey with a 
view of accomplishing an event which 
would have been the proudest and dear- 
est incident of his life. 

He, 
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He, however, found himself baffled 
in his wishes. The üvae had fled which 
alone gave him hopes of succeeding in 
his design, and his agony was inexpres- 
sible when he reflected, that the fatal 
deed might have transpired which he 
would have given worlds to have pre- 
vented. 



CHAP. 
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CHARTER II. 



N. 



OTWFTHSTANDING the despair 
which took possession of oür hero's 
mind, he feit impatient to proceed on 
his journey from a sentiment, which, in 
spite of his despondency, still lingered 
in his mindj that fortune might yet be 
propitious to his mdertakings. 

Orlando was impatient to be gone ; 
and, ringing the bell to settle the ex- 
pences he had incurred, was immedi- 
ately attended by Jerry, who, in a for- 
mal manner, and with great courtesy, 
begged to have the honour of knowing 
his wörship's commands. 

Jerry 
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«»- • ' 



Jerry was very precise m a ceremo- 
nious respect to strangers ; for, as few 
of this description arrived at the house, 
he thought those that did, might be peo- 
ple of great consequence, and entitled 
to the füllest exertions of his abilities ; 
still there was an air of frankness and 
honesty in the wüole which our hero 
knew well how to distinguish froja 

avile cant of flarttejy, \ibt, cprteii) tovi- 

» • ...» 

dence of hypqcrisy. : . apd dissimutar 

tion. . . v" ; ' ,' * 

Orlando cast an attentive • took at 
Jerry, as he stood soliqhing his com- 
mands, and se$ing An honegj.y in Ms 
countenance which he liked, entertained 
a thought of taking him inta bis* Service. 

t " 

. " Have you been long in your pre- 
sent employ, Jerry ?" cries Orlando. 

c 

[ c Not long enough to get-rich) your 
honour." — €S Is that your object, then, 

Jerry ?" 
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Jerry ?" — " No, your honour; it's a 
fölly to Iook for what one shall ncver 
obtain." — *• But how do you know you 
can never be rieh?" — " For two rea- 
sons, your honour; I want both wit 
and economy." — " But you are con- 
tent ?"— " Why, as to that, your honour, 
my maxim is, the present State is the 
best, tili we can find a better. This 
maxim I have sustained through life, and 
it has wondeirfully assisted me in the 
rubs I have met with, which, God knows, 
have neither been moderate nor few." 

" Suppose," cries Orlando, " a uetter 
Situation was ofiered you, would you 
not embrace it ?" 

" Why, in that case, jour honour, I 
should obey the proverb, ' Choose 
for the best ;' but I leave all things to 
Providence." 

u The case is this/* continued our 
vol. i. c hero ; 
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hero; "\ want a person to superintend 
my travelling concerns; I want a com- 
panion who possesses courage, honesty, 
and industry." 

" Depend upon it 1 am the man, the 
very man, your honour! 

€t As to the first qualification, yodr 
honour is not going to the wars, or to 
encounter highwaymen oi* wild beasts, 
I suppose? 

" As to the rest, no one knows bet- 
ter the proper duties of a servant to his 
master, nor is more willing to execute 
them . 

** Your honour will say, I am very 
confident— but those are the expressionfc 
which a former master was pleased to 
bestow upon me; and I thought they 
sounded so agreeably, that I hav<? re- 
tained them in my memory ever since." 

",But 



.<* 



THE HORRIO SPECTRE. 27 

" But Jerry/' cries Orlando, " I am 
a man of honour, and don't wish to 
seduce any one from his employment; 
therefore — " 

" I understand you, sir," replies 
Jerry; " but I am one of those comi- 
cal fellows that never make any per- 
manent engagements. 

" As I love to make others happy, 
my employers have always allowed me 
to be free and easy ; therefore, if you 
please, I will commence your servant 
directly." 

" You cannot so abruptly, Jerry." 

" Immediately, if your honour pleases, 
as there is a lad, now in the house, who 
can succeed me this very day." 



€C 



Well, Jerry, if you are sure no in- 
convenience will arise — . " 

c 9. " No 
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" No other than three vacancies, 
your hpnour." . „ 

" Three vacancies!" cries Orlando; 
" do you call those no inconveni- 
ences?" 

" None at all," replies Jerry; "fo? 
I have a long time served in all three 
capacities." 

r> ' ril teil your bonour a droll story 
on the subfeet" — <c Be quick then," 
cries our hero, e< Ibr I must be gone." 

" One day a gentleman stopping at 
our hause, called fier the waiter, I ap- 
peared; soon after he voeiferated ostler ! 
here sir., says I, presenting myself be- 
fore. him : he swore thftt j$ yras nQt me 
that he wanted. 

S€ I insisted upon it that it was. Be- 
gone with your impertineace> cries he; 

I res- 
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I respectfully bowed, yourhonour, and 
went away ; soon after I heard the cry of 
h*re, post-bdy ! 

" Immediately I skipped like harle- 
quin, and mounting a pair of horses 
which stood ready saddled in the yard, 
whisked up to him with the chaise in a 
twinkling." 

" What the devil makes you so offi- 
cious to day/' says the gentleman. 

" Oh! believe me, your honour/' 
cries I, with a smack of my whip, " I 
am in my right office; whether waiter, 
ostler, or post-boy, I serve in all three 
capacities." 

" Well, here is a couple of Shillings 
for your humour/' cries the gentleman, 
" but besure, with your alacrity, you 
don't break my neck." 

c 3 This 
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This gentleman frequently stops at 
the house, and says we have the civilest 
servants he ever met with; 'for whether 
waiter, ostler, or pqst-boy, he knows 
not which to comraend most for crvility 
and attention. 

Our hero could not help smiling at 
the conclusion of this story. Jerry was 
immediately engaged, and instantly re- 
ceived Orders to arrange his affairs^ and 
prepare to depart. x 

Before we describe the departure of 
Orlando and his noble 'Squire, it may be 
necessary to describe the origin and ad- 
ventures of our traveller, as well as the 
very serious and important objects he 
had in view in his present journey. 



L 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 



O RLAND0 BELLGROVE was a man 
of very Singular cast of life. He had 
experienced many vicissitudes, and, 
though young, had suffered a number 
of misfortuneSj not to be equalled, per- 
haps, by many of graver years. 

He was the only son of a worthy 
baron, who resided in a Castle of a noble 
structure, in the north of England. 

This cajstle had been a place of great 
strength in former days, and, by its for- 
midable bulwarks, had repelled many a 
furious inyader. It had, however, for 

c 4 a cen- 



L 
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a Century past, received a different as- 
pect. The drawbridgc was reraoved, 
and the mote, which surrounded it, 
filled up. 

The battlements had fallen to decay, 
and a new design, more pleasing to the 
owner, erected in their stead. Still, 
however, it retained something of its 
ancient grandeur, and reminded the 
spectator of the amazing power whit}h 
human efforts are capable of producing. 

This stupendous structure stood upon 
an eminence, at the front of which, on 
a gentle slope, appeared a spacious 
lawn; a grove of trees on either side 
the building, gave a grandeur to the 
view. 

At the extent of the lawn was a de- 
cli^ky, at the bottom of which a noble 
river ran in fceveral ineandering direc- 
tions, along which the floating bark was 

seen 
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seen to glide, and oft the fwhcr took 
his statid. 

At about the distance of two miles 
apptf&red a straggling Zulage, the hou- 
M!» of whieh, encotapttssed by a bower 
of tre** he*e and ther*, shewed their 
humble roofs. 

The distaat prospect exhibited a rieh- 
ness of scenery scarcely to be equaltad. 

* 

Numberless were the objeets delight- 
ful to the view. 

The sight was gratified, aecording 
to the description of the poet : 

" The buwting prospect spmds immtnse around, 
" And snatch'd o'er hill and dlle- and wood and 

lawn, 
u And verdant field, and cfarkening heath bc- 

tween, ' 
" Aftd villages emboso$v'd>stft in tre&, . ^ 
6i And spiry towns by surging columns jnark'd 
;t Of household smoke, your eye excursive 

roams!" Thomson. 

' c 5 Such 



t 

4. 
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Such were the charming advantages 
of Bellgrove Castle, a spot highly con- 
genial with the disposition of the baron, 
who had long retired from the bustling 
gaieties pf the toWQ/; and feit all the de- 
light that man could wish in the rural 
scenery about him and the happiness of 
his family. 

The baron was turned of five-and- 
forty; his lady a few years younger. 
He was a man possessing a good under-* 
Standing and an excellent heart, conde- 
scending in his deportment, and of great 
humanity to his fellow-creatures. % 

He was one on whom the rieh gazed 
with admiration, and on whom the poor 
daily intreated Providence to shower 
down blessings for his bounty. 

His lady was the very counter-part of 
his virtues. 

She 
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She was amiable and discreet, easy of 
access, and one who studied to alle- 
viate the calamities of life wherever she 
found them. 

The baroness was assiduous in the 
welfare of her numerous tenantry and 
the poor around, and never denied her 
assistance in cases of emergency. 

Such were the excellent qualities of 
this happy pair, who, in the course of 
several years, had beheld a numerous 
family. 

The baroness had brought her Iord 
eleven children, out of which there was 
only Orlando remaining, on whom they 
bestowed all that fondness and attention 
which such a loss could possibly excite. 

, The baron had taken under his pro- 
tection a youth, whom he was called 

c 6 upon» 
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upon, by faraily sympathy, to adopt as 
his own. 



This youth, whom we shall distinguish 
by the name of Osmond, was the son of 
the baroness's sister, whose husband, 
having squandered away the whole of 
his property, put a period to his exist- 
ence, and left his wife, who survived 
him but a few months, without a Shil- 
ling, to the mercy of the world. 

The baroness was much afflicted at 
her sister's unhappy fate, and the baron 
instantly adopted the little orphan as his 
own. 

Orlando was now about fourteen 
years of age; his cousin only wanted a 
fewmonths of the same. There was a 
material difierence in the teraper and 
disposition of these two yoiiths. 

Orlando 
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Orlando was open and generous in 
his behaviour, of affkble and conde- 
scending manners, never insulting to 
his inferiors, and studious at all times to 
promote the happiness of his compa- 
nions, and never disposed to disturb the 
tranquillity of any one by meanness and 
artifice. 

Osmond could assume all these en- 
gaging qualities, but they were foreign 
to the native propensity of his heart. 

In consequence of this stratagem, he 
was thought to be equally amiable with 
his cousin, and was accordingly viewed 
with the same degree of esteem. Os- 
mond gloried in the success of his inge- 
nuity, and was resolved to use every art, 
not merely to rival, bnt even to sup 
plant Orlando, in the good opinion of 
the world. 

« 

The baron and baroness were happy 

in 
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in their promising family ; nor did they 
ever shew any partiality for either one 
in particular. Osmond never knew any 
punishment which Orlando was ex- 
empted from, under similar circum- 
stances. 

As an orphan, he excited all that pity 
and tendemess in thc minds of his foster 
parents, which the benevolent are ever 
prone to exercise. 

It was at the same time no small plea- 
sure to the baron, to dkcover in his 
nephew those talents, which in due time 
might render him a conspicuous mem- 
ber of society. 

» 

Often would the happy pair behold 
their growing treasure with delight, and 
frequently would they form to them- 
selves the möst flattering expectations 
of the eminent stations which their ris- 
ing virtues might one day advance them 
to. Osmond, 
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Osmond, though nothing could War- 
rant him in such behaviour, would often 
treat his qpusin in an iraperious and as- 
suming manner. 

He was, indeed, naturally qf a 
haughty and' an arbitrary disposition, 
and of such consuinmate pride, that he 
would never acknowledge a fault, nor 
ever make any concession for it; on 
the contrary, if a school-fellow at any 
time remonstrated with him on any im- 
propriety he had been guilty of, Os- 
mond would instantly mark him down 
as the object of his insidious rerenge. 

Orlando put up with his cousin's mis- 
conduct with great lenity and forbear- 
ance. Tljough no coward, he would 
often wink at those insults, which he 
would have resented in another. 

This he was prompted to do from the 
natural goodness of his heart, which 

would 
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would notsufffer hifn, öven at this juve- 
nile period of life, to beaf too härd &fr 
the foibles of the fätheriäss. 



Thus, this amiable youth, at an early 
period, evinced a nobleness öf soul, 
which, instead of procurmg that esteeM 
from the perverse Osmond, only iftsti- 
gated him to fresh deeds of malke and 
ill-nature. An instance of which we 
sbaH hete relate : 

At the schoo! where these young 
gentlemen were placed, ther£ happened 
a circumstance which created much dis- 
turbance and consternation. 

One of the scholars had löst a new 
Shilling out of his box, Tfhich he par- 
ticularly valued, it being a keep-sake 
from a friend. 

. He made every enqniry among his 
schöol-fellows, but they all denied hav- 
ing seen it. Amongst 
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Agiongst those who were most stre- 
nuotis in asserting their innocence was 
Osmond, who inveighed with the great- 
est severity against the person who could 
be guilty of such a misdemeanour, and 
at Jength proposed a gencral search: 
this was accordingly agreed to; and, 
upon a minute examination, the money 
was found in the trank of Orlando. 

Nothing could have given a greater 
shock to the mind of this youth, than 
such a degrading evidence against him. 
He revolted ^ith indignation at the 
thought ; but all his endeavours to vin- 
dicate himself were fruit! ess. He was 
sentenced to be flogged, and to wear the 
badge which is affixed to delinquents in 
cases of dishonestv. 

The ingenuous youth, conscipus of 
innocence, stood lamenting his unge- 
nerous fate, when a schooWellow, tö 
whom he was much attached, iötreated 

Orlando 
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Orlando to permit him to take the dis- 
grace, by a confession of the crime. 

Orlando was Struck with admiratfon at 
this instance of generosity ; büt scorned 
to transfer the censure upon one equally 
as innocent as himself. 

This affair cemented still stronger the 
friendship between them, and produced 
an attachment which continued with 
them to the tatest period of their lives. 

While afFairs stood iri this menacing 
and disadvantageous way towards Or- 
lando, on a sudden a general cry of 
' Produce your keys/ sounded through 
the room, and an universal examination 
took place accordingly. 

After a very nice investigation, it was 

discovered that nobody was in posses- 

sion of a key that would open the box, 

but Osmond. 

As 
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As a corroboration of his guilt, there 
was at the same time found in his pos- 
sessio^ two or three articles, which 
were instantly claimed by the loser of 
the Shilling. 

Osmond was now convicted on the 
clearest evidence, and stood the picture 
of shame and remorse. 

His comrades were exasperated at his 
insidious behaviour, a continual recol- 
lection of which, made hira the object 
of their contempt ever after. 

When the time arrived for the delin- 
quent to receive his punishment, Or- 
lando earnestly intreated in behalf of 
his cousin. Such an interposition was 
highly commended by the master ; but 
nothing could induce him to remit the 
chastisement due to such offence. 

Not a few were the kind offices Or~, 

lando 
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lande shewed tö Osmond ; his affection 
for hlm was, indeed, the same as if 
born of the same pafetits. Ohce he 
jamped into deep water tö pfreserve 
him, an attempt that would have been 
fatale but for the in^erference of a stout, 
able swimmer, who saved tfietn both. 

Such repeated acts of kirtdness, we 
should suppose, would have softened 
the rancomr of Qsmond's drspositiön; 
but there was evidentfy something in 
his nature, repugnant tö the soft bands 
of friendship ; and he eveiy mw-and- 
then exhibited such marks of hostility, 
as clearly shewed the malignity of his 
heart. 



CHAP. 



TBE HOBKID SPSCTftg. 4»5 



CHAPTER IV. 



T' 
HE time naw amved, when our 
youths were to retire from tfae usual 
formularies of a ßchool, to pursue a 
more mature plan of edueation ; a cir- 
quiBstänc3j Vfbicb fe<i the baron and 
barano$$ to turn th^ir attention a little 
to their future progress in life; that 
swhu indeed, .migb* be a happy one., 
wasche toearest concera of their hfcarts. 

h was, in reaiity, < their prinzipal wish 
to pursue such me$sures as might even- 
tually not only contribute to, but as 
far as human Foresight can conjecture, 
ensure their hanour and happiness. 

The 
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The day on which Orlando and Os- 
mond were to return from schfol, for 
the last time, the baron was determined 
should be a joyous one; for this pur- 
pose, he invited the neighbouring te- 
nantry, and the poor around, for a con- 
siderable distance. 

The baron had made every necessary 
preparation on the lawn to receive them, 
and was resolved to entertain them in 
the most hospitable manner. 

The baron, as I before observed, was 
of a truly benevolent disposition, and 
feit not a little pleasure in seeing his 
tenants and neighbours happy: many 
were the donations he conferred in pri- 
vate. The poor found a valuable friend 
in him, and looked up to him with con- 
fidence, both as a magistrate and bene- 
factor. 

All was mirth and gaiety this day, at 

the 



THE HORRID SPECTRE. 47 

9 

the castle; good humour was seen in 
every countenance, andplenty abounded 
throughout the whole; the baron and 
his lady at the same time taking a sur- 
vey, with an air of infinite satisfaction 
and happiness. 

Long had the baron enjoyed the es- 
teem of the neighbourhood in which he 
lived. In the early part of his life, he 
had conducted himself in such, an affable 
and engaging manner, that when he de- 
parted on his travels, it spread a gloom 
around ; and, . when he returned, he was 
welcomed with an enthusiasm that 
strongly denoted the amiable light he 
was held in ; and ever since that period, 
the castle has been celebrated as being 
the asylum of the poor and wretched. 

The baron, upon mature reflection, 
at length delermined upon a line of 
conduct fof his children. . 

The 
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The University, though he was well 
aware of the depravity abounding there, 
and by which many youths have been 
contaminated throughout the remainder 
of their lires, nevertheless appeared to 
him the most eligible mode of finishing 
their education. 

A tutor was soon after provided for 
them, and the young gentlemen, in a 
few weeks, took their departure for 
Cambridge. 

The Rev. Mr. Flint was a gentleman 
of a very specious deportment. 

He possessed no small share of pene- 
tration and art, by which he could dive 
intp the various dispositions of the 
world, and take his measures accord- 
ingly. 

He was descended from needy pa- 
rents, who, to serve their own purposes, 

and 
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and gratify the incHnatkms of a certain 
peea% eonsented to the prostitution of 
their only daughter. 

This sordid compliance gained them 
a patron for their two surviving sons ; 
the eldest of whkh, the person of whom 
vre are now speaking, he took under his 
immediate protection, and forthe other, 
he provided a Situation in a great family 
«omewhere in the west of England. 

Yoüng Flint soon understood the 
most preyalent propensity of his pro- 
tector, and studied every means to gra- 
tify it.- 

He was, besides, master of the most 
consummate flattery ; could fawn and 
cringe as occasion required ; and, in 
short, could assume any shape that he 
tfiought would procure him a continu- 
ance of the favor and countenance of 
the peer. 

vol. i. n In 
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In due time bis lordship' contrived to 
get him into ordere, when, t hinging he 
had done enough fpr the Services he had 
received, dismissed him, to practise on 
the credulity of the world. ... 

♦ 

Flint, by some means or other, found 
out that there was a tutor wanted at 
BeHgrove Castle. 

Insfantly he repaired to the baron, 
and, in the most artful and «pecious 
terms, solicited the office. 

* 

• 
The baron was charmed with the goöd 
sense and agreeable manners of the per- 
son who made the application, and in- 
timated, that nothing more was neces- 
sary than the usual ceremony on such 
occasions. 

i * 

t 

* ■ 

Flint . referred him to the earl, . to 
whom the baron immediately wrote, 

and 
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and recfuved the *most flattering testi- 
monies in his behalf, 

The reverend gentleman was accord- 
ingly appointed to the office, and left 
the Castle, with the young gentleraen, 
not without solemnly promising the 
baron to use the utmost fidelity and 
care. 

The first step that Flint took on hi$ 
arrival at Cambridge, was to examine 
the respective dispositions of his pupils. 

Io Orlando he beheld those virtues, 
which shone qs a conspicuous reproof 
of his own bad qualitiesk With honour 
and virtue he could do nothing, except 
study to corrupt it. 

But the disposition of Osmond de- 
lighted him to a very great degree. In 
hira he saw a variety oli/igeniwis talents, 
which he thought, iu the event, he 

d 2 could 
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could shape consideraWy to his own ad- 

vantage. 

Soon as he made the discovery, he 
decided on the partiality which he in- 
tendcd, in future, to shew him. 

[Our readers, perhaps, suppose the 
youths made little progress in their stu- 
dies under such a teacher, but the cqn- 
trary was, indeed, the case.] 

On their arrival at the Castle, when 
the first vacation commenced, the baron 
was delighted with the improvement he 
saw in Orlando and Osmond. 

The tutor was more and more ca- 
ressed, and returned -with a still greater 
ishare of the baron's confidence and 
good opinioä. 

Flint soon discovered on what the 
baron 's expectations were fixed, and, 

as 
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as heknew the surest road to favour, 
was to advaace them ia their studies, 
he used every assiduity to accomplish 
such a measure» 

In thiö attempt he was remarkably 
successful ; for, at the expiration of a 
little better than two years, the youths 
bad made very rapid and considerable 
acqoirei&enls« 

Qar rener^nd parasite had a double 
game on his hands at this period. 

The One was an eye to prefttment 
from the baron, and the other tö trairt 
hisyorunger pupil to a eertain undertak- 
ing he had m vievr, and from which he 
eapected to dem« considerobte advan- 
tage*. 

He had tampered with Osmond in 
many instances, and always. fonod him 
prompte 

v fr FKnt, 
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Flint, however, proceeded very cau- 
tiously in such attempts/ and was un- 
willing to entrust hin* with the secret 
we have just hinted at, tili he had re- 
ceived the most indubitable evidences, 
that Osmond was ripe for any purpose, 
how^ver flagrant. 

* * 

One of the most prominent features 
in Osmond's character was, ambition.* 
His haughty spirit revolted at the hum- 
ble and dependent Situation he held in 
the baron's faraily. 

- He often cast a glance of envy at 1ihr 
cousin,; not only on account of his ex- 
peetotions, but also, pf his merits, wfakfc 
began tetßxiae, to tfye admiration of all. 
who &?3w Jnm ; gpd such was, the base- 
ness and ingratitude of Osmond's heart; 
that he would have sacrificed Orlando to 
,his pride, could he have done.it with 
secunty. 

« 

Osmond, 



THE HORRIB SPECTRE. 55 

Osmond, however, was a perfect mas- 
ter of dissimulation. He took care to 
conceal the perturbation of his soul 
in Orlando's presence, and succeeded 
in preserving the good opinion of his 
cöusih ; at the same time he suggested 
kleas of destroying him. 

Flint saw the ernotions of ambition 
and envy which preyed on Osmond's 
mind, and was no stranger to the cause 
of them. With the utrnost subtlety he 
had dived into the native propensity of 
his heart, and found he could adapt it 
to any purpose. 

Orlando, while at College, was, at 
times, subject to sensations of uncasi- 
ness. 

• • • 4 

The behaviour of Osmontl, in many 

* ■ 

instances, cont^buted towards theqi. 

The fetter was frequently very irre- 

i> 4 gular 



A 



V 
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gular in his conduct ; would sometimes 
abseilt hfrnself for days, and even weeks, 
witbout assignkig any rcawm for so 
domg. 

Be Was not utffreqxiently inebriafed, 
and often, in such cases, used insuking 
language to his cousin. 

Orlando W&s several tirtfes oo the 
point of wrking f o the baroft on such an 
oecäskm, but th€ goodnese of his heart 
ehecked him in what he thought might 
produee tfce min of his reiation, for 
whom he entertained a sintere e&eem. 

In fhe mean time, tlte lutor exhibifed 
the deepeftt cooeero at Ihe behäviottr of 
Osmond; he even wept on the o&a~ 
sion, and intreated, in the most moving 
terms, thsä he woufd atatodoft such re- 
prefettttibk |*0€eediilg*, 
« 

All (fcfe watt düttd i* Ortend*** pre- 

sence, 
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tence, whtf admired such an instance of 
his precepfor*s aflfection, and was en- 
tirely reconciled on : ftnding his advice 
had produced a whotegomerefo*m in hi* 
cousin Osmond, who began now to Be 
Biore regulär in his deportment. 

4 
I 

The ittsidious tezcher had', indced, 
become alarmed at the lengths Osmond 
had taken, from the indulgence shewn 
him ;: and;, however he might wink at, 
Bay> cven connive at, such dissipation, 
it was never his intention that his pupil 
should makv an open shew of it. 

Flint, therefore, gave Osmond niany 
cautions in private, to be a little more 
on his guard, and« not to pumie such a 
Kne of conduct, a« it would materially **;• 
injure the iatcrests of them both. 

Besides^ the censure such behaviour 
was likely to bring on the tutor, it op'er- 
ated in direct hostilities against a pro- 

d 5 ject 
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ject which Flint had long iodulged an 
idea of — this was to blacken Orlando's 
character, for the purpose, that his fa- 
vourite might eagross the sole favour 
of the baron, . 

The reverend Mr. Flint, however, 
knew well the hazard of such an expe- 
friment, and was. determined to act m 
the most wary manner in the affair. 

With the utmost caution he probed s 
the baron's mind ; but the virtuous de- 
portment of Orlando, and the baron's 
ardent attachment ior his son, made 
him several times Start from his design, 
at the very moment he was going to 
put it into execution. 

An affair now happened, however, 
which Flint thought he could handle, so 
as ät any rate to pave the way töwards 
accomplishing his purpose. 



It 
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r It .ehanced,- th&t one day Orlando 
staid from College a longer time tban 
usual; V 

» - 

His tutor,. who feit a euriosity to 
know how he was employing his time, 

went in pursuit of hiiri, and discovered 
the youth Coming out of a cottagc in a 
very recluse place, surrounded by an 
.embowering wood. 

The same instant that Orlando left 
the cottage, he was followed by a beau- 
tiful damsel, who knelt before him and 
embmced his hands with the greatest 

fervency. ' ' * 

Flint exuhed in the scene, but took 
care, by concealing himself behind some 
bushes, that Orlando should not . Isco- 
ver he had been privy to it. 

4 The treacheroys precepto* took no 
pains f o epquire intp the. cause of ßuch 

d 6 an 



i 
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an ineident, whteh, in röaliep, meant 

äothing Hlore f hau the effiftlofi* dl gfctfl- 
tude from a poor girl, whose famity 
Orlando had saved from perishing for 
want; but wircrte to the baron, immedi- 
ately, an account of his tldest pupil 
having föftned an ihdiscreet conntfxion, 
such as must ercntually ftrminate in hi$ 
total min. 

At the same time Flint intimated, 
but in the most guarded stile, the in- 
creasing virttfes and abilities of Osmond. 

\ The baron was greatly perplexed at 

this intelligence. 

He doated ön his son, änd had formed 
the highest notions of his good sense 
and discretion ; at length, höwever, 
his partiality gave way to the high opi- 
nion he had ever entertained of the 
tutor's veracity, and he thought it 
not impossible, that Orlando, in the 

impe- 
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irapctoosity of yonth, mighthflWtuAed 
roto die act of iinprudence wktch tad 
beeit kiatfed to him. 

♦ 

It happened at this very juncttm, 
that the baron was going to set out on 
a distant journey, and he thought Ais 
an exceüent opportunity to convey Or* 
hndo fiföin hds imprudent haunts. 

Under the apprehension before men- 
tioned, the baron wrote to his son, re- 
questing his immediate return from 
Cambridge, as he was' going to maie 
some arrangements araoag Ws tenante, 
wherein the presence of the lattef would 
be absolutely necessary. 

The baröft in timated at the same tiirte, 
that as their stay af eollege was limited 
to only a few months longer, he thought 
Ctemond, if agreeable to him, might 
continue tili the expiration of the time. 

« 

Orlando 
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: Orlando havihg consulf ed his cöusrn,' 
\yhO seemed quite agreeable to the pro- 
posal made him, used;'the utmost dis- 
patch in complying with his father's re- 
quest. 

He arrived, indeed, sooner than the 
baroh expected him— a circumstance 
which . both surprised • and pleased his 
father, after the intelligence he had, 
received. 

Orlando was received with the great-» 
est cordiality by his parentSj and soqi> 
aller a^coxnpanied the baren on his 
jöurney. ; ... _.*:/ - - . - 

A few days after the arrival of Or- 
liwlp - from Cambridge, sfre reverend 
Mr. Flint received a.vbit from his brö- 
ther* Mr. Judas Jplint, the person whom 
\ye have.mentioned tobe in the service 
oi a nobleman in the west of England. 

This 
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This gcntletnan possessed an * equal 
degree of pliaMlity with bis brother, and 
had maintained a confidential post for 
some years, by acting in conformity 
to the wishes of the worst of men. 

Mr. Judas Flint had arrived at Cam- 
bridge to consult his brother, finally, 
upon an affair, concerning which tfyey 
had corresponded. He was not a little 
pleased to find that he could have a con- 
versation with him alone, as Osnaond 
had obtained permission to be absent 
the whole of the day. 

The two brothers entered intp a long 
and serious discourse, during which, 
Judas was gläd to hear that his brother's 
pupil might be moulded . into any pur- 
pose, and confided in,- respecting ths 

business he was come to settle. 

*• • » 

» • 

In the coune of the day, they con- 

certed a plan of a most diabolical »a- 

tuve, 
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iure, vAAch they tesohred to nsake Os- 
tnond acquaiftUd wirth an his return. 

• 

In the mean time, they entertäined 
themselves with the mo&t mfafuating. 
ideas of the good fortune that would re- 
siilt from their machinations^ 

Osmond returned lafe in the evening, 
but so intoxicated, that the brothers de- 
termined to postpone their communica^ 
tions tili the next moniing. 



The following day> Judas Flint en- 
tered into a long description of the ad- 
vantages attending the contrivance he 
had in view. He had been informed, 
that ambition was Osnrond's predomi- 
nant principle. He took care, there- 
fore, to paint his story m such colours*. 
as promised the most ample gratifica- 
tion of that passion. 

The abandoned youth dazzled witb 

the 
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the advaotages held out to hiin, shewed. 
a ready acquiescence ; but, when ihq 
conditions of obtaining them were men- 
tkraedr> his countenance cfebngedj he 
ttarned pale, and paused for a repty. 

Alarmed at these appcasances» FKnt 
and his brother would gladly have re- 
voked; but they fcad proceeded toofar. 
OsDOond, boweveft having relovercA 
himsclf, soon relieved the» fron tbafc 
apprehe&ston*. 

He cordiaHy atenfecl to *& the parti- 
culars, and gave ÜmtA hii hand in c$rt~ 
firmation of bis hearty consent. 

The treaty beiitg settled, tbere wa* 
yet one diffteulty fo be gel over; and 
fhat t*as, the abeence of Chmond afnd M* 
tutor from the College, trfcteh vras- esaefl- 
tially necessary on such an occasion. 

Tb* ptötfc tutor, höweter* eontrirei 

to 
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to clear awäy every obstacle which 
might lead to a surprise. 

He effiployed a cönfidential person 
to receive messages, take in letters/ and 
to try every means to baffle the designs 

r 

of the cuiious and inquisitive. 

Orlando and his father had been on 
their circuit nearly two months; they* 
were flow on their return, and as the 
road they took on their journöy home 
was but a few miles from that which led 
to Cambridge, the baron was disposed 
to pay Osmofcda viait. 

* 

During the course of the journey, he 
had dwelt. a gfeat deal upon the iiifor- 
mation he had refceiyed ftom Flinte and 
expfected to see something in Orlando^ 
bebaviour, to : <onfirm it. ♦ 

Frequently he attempted to draw 
from him prpofs of an existing attach- 
ment, 
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ment; but could gain nothing that ap- 
pearfcd in the least to countenance buch 
an opinion. 

The baron here found an adcPiticrtal 
m otive to visit the College, as he wishcd 
to have matters cleared up, by a Con- 
ference with the tntor. . 

• ■ 

They had now nearly arrived within 
sight of the town, when some im- 
pediment happening to the * carriage, 
they resolved to walk on tili it 
was adjusted. It chanced that they 
passed by the identical cottage which 
had given the baron so much uneasi-» 
ness« 

» • • • 

The yoirog , woman, whom we have 
before mentioned, was just coming.ouj. 
of the door of the cottage at the mo- 
ment of their passing. Orlando stepped 
up to. her, and enquired about the good 
people within. 

The 
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t 

The Tounji vroman cokrtoaed> and, anr 
xneeting. .';;* ' : 

Hie" Barem, aü tke wfcik stooet/be- 
boldfcg tue affarr vkfc no sraail surpfrisev 
fcnraediately Elinas inf<&KSit£«i* «atae 
into his mind ; and he can&ta&döi th*& 
this was the very affair of ,\vhich hebad 
leccived notke, 

Uftde? tfc» peisusttioa* he yftfkeii ttp 
{o Orfendo> and enquired the pArticu- 
hm 

% 

* How happjr am 1, my dear Sir,** 
replied the latter, " in having beeff the 
means of saving this once wretched fa- 
«rily! buf teri wcete bae&, znä you 
woüld hstvt beheld a sight that ivcxiM 
have melted a heart of adaitiamt \ M 

The baron now entered the cottäge, 
and beheld a very respectäble man and 

woinan 
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* 

woman surrounded with a numefrous 
famfty, Ae whole of whom appeared to 

have just recovered from a violent ill* 

i - j 

ness. 

• * 

TheTionest couple rose to reccive 
their noble visitor, to whom they soon 
after related the goodness of his son, 
in rescuing them from a dreadful mala- 
dy, by providing medical assistance, and 
furnishing them wifh money for proper 
Becessarics. 

♦« 
The barog presented them with some- 
thing handsome, and left the cottage, 
.not perfectly satisfied. wfth either the 
credulity or perfidy of the tutor. 

Our trayellers arrived ät the College 
about sevea o'clock in the evening, and 
were much; surprised that neither Os* 
xnond nor jiis tutor were to be fo.und. 

Ön questioning the servant, they were 

» 

informed that the young gentleman and 

*• his 



70 BEtitfRQVE Castle; or, 

his preceptor were engaged in a party 
of pleasure., and would not return tili 
the next day. 

The baron, not quite satisfied, from 
a degree of confusion the servant mani- 
fested in his repljes, enquired how long 
they had been gone,- at this, the seryant 
appeared quite confounded. Surprised 
at this behaviour, the baron was pro- 
ceeding to put fresh eiiquiries, wheh a 
chaise-and-four drove furipusly up to 
the door; out of which, alighted the 
gentlemen enquired for. They both 
appeared fatigued, as if just ärrived from 
a long jcmrney. The bäron cäught Ös- 
mond by the hand, and exclaimed, 
" Well/ my dear boy, you did not expect 
a visit from us!" Osmond, Stammering, 
replied, " I— T— I — am v'ery glad to see 
you, S\r; how is my good lady;- the 
b^ronessP'V- '' PerfeCtty well/ I thank 

1 w 

vou/' cried the bäron, — not a little sur- 

'■" * • •• ' 

prised at the mystery which appeared 

throüghout this affair. 

Flint 
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Flint now addressed the Laron, apo- 
Jtogizing for the State he saw them in, 
sayiflg, " that as he considered recre- 
ation as highly conducive- to improye- 
ment, he had taken his pupil, a journey 
of t^ya or three days, on a Visit to a 
gen t lern an of his. acquaintance, by 
whom they were reccived in the most 
courteous manner/'. . . 

Though there was something plausi- 
ble in this accoiiBt, yet there appeared 
an unusual particiilarity in the manner, 
both qf Flint and his pupil, that not a 
little ex^ited the curiesity of the baroiv 

The n^xt day, Flint was obliged tp 
summon up all his störe of ariifice and 
evasion, to meet the baron on the affair 
of the cottaffe. 

\ ' J* ' 

The ßrtful tutor appeared under yery 
4eep jconcern, that such a misunder- 
standing should have taken place; bat, 

in 
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in the most salemn terms, assured the 
baron, lhat if he had been too precipi- 
tate, it arose firom the high regard he 
had for the honour of the family, and, 
under such circumstances as the various 
Information he had received, he should 
have deemed it an inexcusable mstance 
of neglect, to have concealed from him 
an affair of such an interesting nature 
* to the family. 

The baron declined any further Con- 
ference on the stfbjeft, after an expla- 
tion like this ; but, thongh he seemed 
to put implicit credit in what Flint had 
advanced, # the latter could perceive the 
'baron was not thoroughly satisfied in 
the affair. 

As a confirmation of his suspicions, 
the baron intimated it as his wish, that 
Mr. Tlint and his pnpi! 'should reHirn 
with him, .to BeHgrove Castle, on the 
following flay. 

Flint 



\ 



{ 
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Flint was chagrined at this early de 
tection of his duplicity. He thought 
his stratagem too surely laid. A few 
months back such an event would have 
mortified him to the extreme. He now 
consoled himself with a circumstance 
which had taken place, a sense of which 
made him not altogether so uneasy 

about the baron's favour as formerly. 

« 

The next day, the baron and his party 
left Cambridge for Bellgrove Castle. 
Great was the joy of the baroness at 
their arrival ; and she welcomed them 
with every demonstration of cheerful- 
ness and cordiality. 

The day after, a rural fete was given 
to celebrate their arrival, during which 
the happy partakers exhibited the most 
enthusiastic testimonies of their affcc- 
tion for the baron and baroness, by 
their repeated instances of aduiiration of 
their son and nephew. 

vol. i.' e The 
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The day was spent in the greatest 
harmony, and the baron and baroness 
rctired happy in the love and esteem of 
thcir numerous, contented and grateful 

guests. 

It was the baron *s request, that the 
young gentlemen should continue their 
studies a few months more under thelr 
tutor at the Castle ; at the expiration of 
which, he intended an establishment for 
them, which would entitle them to act 
according to their own discretion., 

He had also provided a regulär plan 
of conduct for them, which they con- 
formed to with the greatest attention 
and punctuality. 

They spent three hours every morn- 
ing in study; after this, they were at 
liberty to take any amusement they 
might be incKncd to. 

The 
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The same attention to their books 
was expected in the course of the after- 
noon ; but, in this case, tbey were at 
liberty to choose their own time. 

Mr. Flint did not find himself altoge- 
ther so happy under such arrangements. 
They imposed on him a line of conduct 
quite repugnant to his disposition. 

His present Situation differed widely 
from that at Cambridge, where he could 
manage time as he pleased, without an 
observ r ant eye on his general conduct 
and deportment. 

His pupil, Osqiopd, also repined in 
terms of invective agäinst such a res- 
traint ; but, though he thought it most 
prudent to conform, he consulted his 
tutor on some means to release them- 
selves from their uncomfortable condi- 
tion. 

e £ A cn> 
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A circumstance, however, soon hap- 
pened in the baron's family, which 
saved Mr. Flint the trouble of intimat- 
ing the inconveniences he endured. 



• • 



. ,t 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 



1 HE baron, at this period, received 
a visit from an old acquaintance, whoni 
he had not seea för some time. 

The meeting was cordial on both 
sides ; and Mr. Wilgrove ( the name of 
haron's friend). received an invitation to 
stay some days, in a manner which he 
could not refuse- 

At the time of thisgentlcman'sarrival, 
Flint and bis pupils were absent on a 
walk, and on their return were surprised 
with the sight of a stranger. 

Mr. Wilgrove advanced to salute bis 
young friends.; but started instantly 
back upon a vi$w of Flint, who, at the . 

e 5 same 
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same time, turned pale and exhibited 
the strengest marks of confusion. 

The baron was puzzled to account for 
the singularity of this rencounter ; and 
Mr. Wilgrove, turning upon his heel 
frö*n the öbject of his surprise, proceeded 
to explaiq his conduct to his friend. 

« 

After a few minutes conversation, 
delivered in a whisper, the baron ad- 
vanced to confer a? little with the tutor, 
but fcrond he had suddenly quitted the 
room, 

Surprised at this abrupt behaviour, 
the baron desired Orlando to go in pur- 
suit of Mr. Flint, and request his return 
to the c&npany. 

Orlando flew to the study, supposing 
he had retired there ; but he was mis- 
taken. He then traversed the difFerent 
-oartments, and even the grounds about 

the 
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the Castle, without xüeeting with his 
tutor ; after which he enquired of the 
servants about him, one of whom in- 
formed him, he had seen Mr. Flint cross 
the lawn in haste and was soon out of 
sight. Orlando at length returned with 
the intimation, that his tutor was no 
where tö be found. 

Mr. Wilgrove was not at all surprised 
at this piece of Information ; but the 
baron, who had büt just caught the heads 
of something he had still but a faint 
conception of, considercd Flint's con- 
duct altogether, in the course of the 
morning, as very stränge and unao 
Qountable. 

* 

After dinner, when the rest of the 
Company were absent, Mr. Wilgrove 
entered into a conversation with the 
baron respecting Flint, duripg which, 
he not only betrayed his servile Situa- 
tion with the peer in its füll extent, but 
%» c e 4 also 
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also informed him of a few particulars; 
which made the baron start from his 
chair with surprise and indignation. 

Mr. Wilgrove was concerned to see 
the unpleasant efFect which his intelli- 
gence had produced on the baron 
throughout the remainder of the day. 
He endeavoured to console hira, how- 
ever, by observing how miraculous it 
was, that the young gentlemen, appa- 
rently, had escaped the smallest degree 
of contamination. 

The baron intimated to Mr. Wilgrove 
the high sense he had always entertained 
both of the moral principles and literary 
talents of Flint ; to which Mr. Wilgrove 
replied, " There could be no doubt of his 
possessiftg the latter to a vety eminent 
degree, as, in addition to great acute- 
ness of mind, he had been encouraged 
by the peer in every opportunity that 
could ad^ince him in hisstudies." 

The 
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The baron recoiled athaving admittcd 
so vile a miscreant into his confidence, 
and was resolved, should he presume to. 
return, to punish hinv, if the law would 
permit, for the imposition. 

Thenext day, the baron hada Confer- 
ence with his son and nephew, both of 
whom he cautiöned, without describing 
the particulars he had heard, never to en- 
ter into society with Flint, who, he as- 
sured them, was a character unworthy 
of all confidence or regard* 

As thebaroivspoke.this, he observed 
the colour of Osmond change, a circum- 
stance which appeared to him rather 
mysterious ; but, supposing it to arise 
from his concern for the loss of one 
whose Company he had been so long 
usedio, heibrbore to.enquire into the 
affair. 

» 
The time was now arrived, when the 

e 5 baron 
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baron entertained an idea of forming ait 
alliance for his son. He was aware of 
the many snares that might be laid for a 
youth of his accomplishments and ex-* 
pectations; it became, therefore, hk 
wish, to see him united to a person 
whose virtues and rank of life might 
make him happy. 

Among the nunierous visitofs at the 
Castle, there was one whom the bäron 
thought possessed every qualification ta 
produce such an event. » 

This lady was the only child of Sir 
William Pearlby, a baronet*of very con- 
siderable property, and who xesided 
önly a few miles off. 

Miss Pearlby was a beauty, and was 
not destitute of many agreeable quali- 
ties ; but there was a sort of hauteur 
about herwhich some people described 

as 
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as a becoming dignity, but wliich, in 
reality, was the oflspring of pride. 

The baron was one of those who con* 
sidered it as merely innoccnt, and 
thought, lipon the whole, he had never 
beheld a more accomplished woman. 

Sir William afid his daughter had long 
been constant visitors at the Castle, but 
they, as yet, had seen very little of Or- 
lando, in conseqitence of his residence 
at College. 

The baron, however, now that his 
son had taken np his abode at the Castle, 
hoped, that by frequent interviews, the 
young folks would become enamoured 
of each other. 

A whole twelvemonth, however, 
elapsed, and the baron could distinguish 
no partiality on either aide, a#y thing 
like what he had set his mind vn* 

e 6 He 
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He now forbore to make any further 
hints to Orlando on the subjedt, as he 
wished nature to pursue her own 
course ; and, seeing nothing to encou- 
rage his hopes, he at length entirely 
gaye up thinking on the subject. 

The baron would have considered 
himself the happiest of men in a view of 
his family, but for the irregularities of 
his nephew Osmond, whose conduct, 
since his emancipation from scholastic 
restraint, would adrait of no controul. 

« 

He seldom joined in any of the Bttle 
parties of pleasure at the Castle. 

There was a coldness and distance in 
his behaviour to the family, which 
shewed an aversion from being on an 
amicable footing with them. 

In fine, the greatest part of his time 

was spent in some secret hauhts — a cir- 

cum- 
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cumstance which led his uncle into 
many uneasy apprehensions about him. 

Repeated instances of this sort in- 
duced the baron to remonstrate with 
him. 

At first he used the most lenient and 
tender language, but found it of na 
effect. 

He afterwards assumed a peremptory 
tone, to all which Osmond made but a 
sullen and unsatisfactory reply. 

The baren, under such proofs of an 
abandoned disposition, began to despair 
of a reform, and dated his ruin from 
the villainous Instructions of his tutor> 
Flu*. 

The baroness, at the same time, was 

pained beyond description at Osmond 's 

behaviour 

The 
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The recollectipn of her sister's mis- 
fortunes would often recur to her mind, 
and the only consolation she had left, 
was the hopes of seeing her nephew 
grow up an honour to mankind. 

Alarmed at his proceedings, she in- 
treated him, in the most earnest man- 
ner, to amend his conduct, and par- 
ticularly hinted to him the gratitude 
and respect due to the baron, whose in- 
dulgencies entitled him to expect a 
dutiful return. 

Osmond began to be alarmed at tnia 
serious investigation of his coftduct; 
for, though his proud spirit spurned at 
contradiction, yet, for certain reasons> 
he did not wish to come to an opei* 
rupture with his uncle. 

In such a sittiation, he called to his 
aid his inexhaustible störe of dissimula- 
tion, and listened to the baroness with a 

seeming 
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seeming contrition, that flattcred her 
with hopes of a reform. 

Cheered with this persuasiön, she left 
him, and Osmond retired well satisfied 
with the success of his stratagem and 
ingenuity. 

The Castle now presented the most 
lively picture of domestic happiness, in 
consequence of Osmond's reform. 

Harmony was restored to the family, 
which gave the baron and baroness in- 
expressible satisfaction. 

One morning, as they were sitting at 
breakfast, a letter was put into the 
hands of the baron, on the opening of 
which his countenance changed, and the 
baroness eagerly requested to know the 
cause. 

The baron informed her, the letter 

gave 
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gave an account of the death of 
Lord Horrordale, a distant relation, 
of whom he had heard nothing for 
xhany years ; stating, that the Stew- 
ard of his lordship, never hearing any 
mention of any relatives but at Bell- 
grove Castle, häd written to him ta 
pay a visit ta Horrordale and iospect. 
the affairs. . 



• » 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER VI. 



L 



rORD HORRORDALE and the baron 
had some intercourse together, many 
years back ; but it was of the most 
unpleasant. nature to the latter; his 
lordship having, a long time, contested 
the baron's claim to the estate he was 
then about to take possession of, and 
that, merely, from a frivolous and ma« 
lignant raotive. 

All kind of intimacy between them 
had also ceased, from another consider- 
ation. The deceased, it seems, was a 
man of the most profligate and aban- 

doned 
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doned principles, was of an ambitious 
and sanguinary disposition; and, ac- 
cording to report, had been guilty of 
violence, more than once, to gratify 
his purposes. 

The baron, with the Joint consent of 
his lad}% determined on a visit to Hör- 
rordale Castle, and invited Orlando and 
Osmond to accompany him there; bu* 
the nephew excused himself, by saying, 
that he had promised his Company to a 
brother Student, at Lichfield, for a few 
days. 

The day after the following one was 
appointed to begin the journey, and 
every arrangemeat was ordered, neces- 
sary for the occasion ; when an accident 
happened to the baron, which obliged 
him, altogether, to declin« it. 

In Coming down stairs, he slipped. 
his footing, and dislöcated his Shoulder 
bone. , The 



THE HOHKID SPECHtE» $1 

The visit to Horrordale Castle was, 
in consequence, postponed for a few 
days; when more unfavourable Symp- 
toms coming an, Orlando, by the earn- 
est entreaty of his father, was persuaded 
to set out, unaccompanied by the ba- 
ron. 

It was with reluctance, however, Or- 
lando consented to leave Bellgrove Cas- 
tle under such inauspicious circumstan- 
ces. 

Next to the loss of the society of his 
father, he feit no small concern at Ieav- 
ing him in such a State of uncertainty. 

T^he baron, however, appeared very 
cheerful about the Business, and inti- 
xnated, that as he wished to be made 
acquaijited with affairs at Horrordale, 
and the accident not being of a serious 
tendency, Orlando might set out with- 
out the least uneasy apprehension. 

At 
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At the same time, he was requested 
by his father to take an old domestic, 
of the name of Peter, with him ; a ser- 
vant, who had lived in the family many 
years, and who had supported a cha- 
racter of honesty and integrity during 
that time. 

Peter was a great favourite with the 
baron, who knew how to set a due value 
on the good conduct of his servants > 
and never failed rewarding them accord- 
ingfy. 

Orlando, attendedby his faithfiil man^ 
Peter left Bellgrove Castle in rather a. 
solitary way* 

This honest dontestic exhibited a vi- 
sible emotion when departing. 

" Surely, niy worthy master, I have 
not been affe&ed so for some time : I 
shall not be happy tili I return and find 
all well at the castle." , " I 
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u I hope it will not be long," replied 
Orlando, « before the baron recovers; 
to be sure, at his time of life, such ao 
cidents are sometimes of a serious ten- 
dency ; but it is our duty to hope for 
the best" 

u Aye, master, that is a doctrine 
which has sustained my feeble spirits in 
the worst of times. 

* € When my affectionate wife died, 
and when I lost an only son in the prime 
of life, I thought these afflictions would 
have overcome ine. 

M Yet no one knows what he can en- 
dure tili put to the trial. 

" A hope that they were in a better 
State alone sustained me/' 

u 1 think/' xries Orlando, " the ba- 
ron exhibits a pattern of Submission." ■ 

Yes, 



4< 
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€C Yes, your honour/' replied Peter ; 
u and, indeed, I should be much sur- 
-prised if he did not. 

Cf 'fe the first pait ©f my servitude 
with your honour 's father, I had an pp- 
portunity of observing how nobly he 
could bear the aeverest of tiials. 

" My worthy master was then af- 
fected with a very ailing Constitution, 
.and so powerfiil was the disorder, that 
he hardly ever knew an hau* 's ease. 

tc Many a time I -have, with grief, 
beheld his emaciated frame, from an 
appreheasson of the cöraequences; yet, 
during the whole, his honour was calm 
and serene. 

m 

" The barön was, at the same time, 
enthralled with a law-suit concerning 
the gfreater part of his estatie, and, at 
one ifene, I ihought he would have lost 

the 
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the day. In the midst of all, however, 
he exclaimed to me one day, seeingme 
dejected; € My enemies try hard to 
make me wretched, Peter, but I smile 
at their attempts! We shall at last be 
victorious!' And so, thank Ood, it 
happened ; villainy was frustrated, and 
virtue triumphed ia my master's suc- 
cess ! " 

" Bravo !" cries Orlando; u l lil^e 
your gratitude, Peter ; but now let us 
meditate a little on our intended 
journey. 

r 

" I stippose you hare sten the owacr 
of the estate we are going to en^uire 
into ?" 

" Never more than once, your ho- 
nour ; and that was a considerable time 
before you Was born. 

" Lord Horrordale came to our house 

one 
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one day with a view of making up mat- 
ters ; but my master was inflexible in 
asserting his rights. 

" One of his servants was with us a 
few hours once, who related to us 
stränge things concerning Horrordafe 
Castle/' 

" Mention the particulars, Peter/' 
cries Orlando, " they may serve to J>ass 
the time away." 

" Your honour will not find them 
very amusing, I believe. But to pro- 
ceed : — He related that there were not 
more than six servants kept in a place 
that would employ twenty; that his" 
lordship was of a very reserved and soli- 
tary disposition, confining his attention 
and conversation to a person in the ca- 
pacity of valet and Steward, who, indeed, 
seemed to engross the whole of his 
attention." 

" Strange !" 
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" Strange !" exclaimed Orlando. 

" And it seems, your honour, as if 
Lord Horrordale was never happy in his 
miiid, as his servant told us ; moreover> 
that his master had a constant knack of 
talking to himself, in the midst of which, 
he would break out into oaths and 
curses. 

" Again, his lordship was of so morose 
a temper, that he never looked on his 
servants but with a frown, so that they 
were continually in dread of meeting 
the countenance of their master." 

" Surely, you exaggerate ?" 

" Your honour will pardon me say* 
ing, that the account is just as I had iL* 
for, thpugh it happened many years 
back, it has never escaped my memory 
since, ' particularly what he told us afr 
terwaxds." 
'• Voivi!' p €i Let 
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€€ Let us hear the whole, by au 
means/' cries Orlando. 

" Why then, your honour --" 

Here Peter stammered, and exhi- 
bited a little change of countenance. 



- " t)o proceed/' cries his master, " I 
am all curiosity to know the sequel." 



" Your honour will exctute me for 
hesitating ; for when I begin a subject 
of this sort, I feel a little aguish." 

Orlando smiled, and a second time 
entreated his servant to conttnue. 

" Well then, your honour, he told 
us, there were stränge noisäs heard in 
the Castle, at times ; and that the place Jk 
was beset with apparitions and gh^p$g» ' 

both within and without." 

't 

J u Heaven 
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" Hcaven defend us l n cries Orlando, 
stifling a smile : " How shall we protect 
ourselves against such awful visitors ?" 

" Your hohour don't mean, then, to 
reside there," says Peter, with a stare 
of timidity and surprise. 

" Most certainly I do. Why not, 
Peter ?" 

u Don't you think it will be very 
lonely, sir?" wasthereply. 

" How can it be lonely, when ybii 
* teil me there is so much Company at- 
tending it?" 

" But a group of ghastly figures, 
your honour, are not very amusing; 
,% and I have positively heard it asserted, 
that the place is haunted." 



-J 



.*. 



f 2 " Absurd 
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: u Absurd tertois,, Peter, ' belieVeme. 
It ill becomes a man af your years to 
giye way to them ; besides, if you want 

ittclination to accompany me — " 

. <■ 

Peter paused for awhile ; then, look- 
ing earnestly at His master, exclaimed, 
while the tear feil from his eye — " Can 
your honour think me c^pable t>f such 
baseness and ingratitude ? 

" I would rather encounter every 
difficulty that can be named, than w^nt 
for a moment due regard for my bene- 
factprs." 

" Well, well, Peter, have a good 
heart ; I dare say we shall be a match 
for all thc. ghosts thst may incomroode 

«" ■ "■ ■ ..... 

• • -. . 

r.; t 

This dialogue "was put a stop to novTJ&p 
by Orlando 's alighting to dinner, whi** *'~ 

ther 
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ther his faithful servant attended, not 
altogether reconciled t9 the terrors of 
Horrordale Castle. 

Ourtravellers rode briskly in the after- 
noon, and found, by the close of day, 
they. had proceeded upwards of forty 
miles froav the eastle. 

' Theshades of night Coming on, our 
hero was anxious fo arrive at some 
place where he could altght for the 
evening, and, upon enquiry, found that 
tkere were some good inns at a village 
arbout five miles off, to which place the 
travellers directed their way with speed. 

After they had proceeded about a 
a mile, they came to a cross-road, but 
i* was. so dark, that not a letter on the 
sign-post could be seen. 

They found themselves, therefore, 

f 3 undet 



,t 
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under the necessity of proceeding as 
chance directed them. 



At length Orlando descried a light 
at some distance, which he supposed to 
be at the village they were in search of. 
Our travellers accordingly shaped their 
course, as nearly as they were able, in 
a direction with it; but, after some 
smart riding, the light vanished, and, to 
their great disappointment, they foand 
themselves an the skirts of a common; 
they concluded, therefore, that what 
they had beheld was no more than one 
of those vapours frequently seen on 
meadows and marshy grounds.. 

k 

This circumstance threw Orlando and 
his 'squire into a State of perplexity, 
particularly as they were confident they 
hadgot out of the track they were di- 
rected to pursue. 

Our hero, however, was determined 

to 



/ 
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tö take, as far as he could guess, the 
dire& road across the common. 

Just as they were proceeding with this 
intention, a loud calkfor assistaiice, at 
no great distance from them, threw 
them into a surprise. 

« 

Orlando and his servant hastened to 

the Spot, where they found a man at- 

tempting to defend himself from two 

otbers, who were attacking him in a f u- 

rious manner. * 

The assassins, however, fled as soon 
as our travellers came up, 

" Our hero and his attendant offered 
all the assist*nce in their power to die 
injured stranger. 

4C God bless yöu, my worthy master V* 
Gries the man, " you came just in time 
tp save my life." 

p 4 "Are 



/ 



if 
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" Are you much hurt?? cries Or- 
lando. 

" Not a great deaj, master; to be 
Sure I have got a few ugly thumps on 
my back and Shoulders." ! 

" You had better direct us to a sur~ 
geon/' repfied Orlando. " I suppose 
w a*e atnagpeat diataaee front sorae 

* «■ 

/' Town or village !" ajaßwei» tbe. 
stranger ; " we are not within ten miles 

u That is unfortunate, indeed/' cries 
ouc hero ; -" but h<m. ean we ausist 

» ♦ 

" Nevejr mind me/ 1 replies the man, 
ä t I< hftve not, abpve a mile and ; ä half to 

gfr j *«& : tbai)fc Go4 fchav* yet stjfcogf h 
enough to accomplisb thft;flfeti*nsei" .» 

"But 
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*■ Buf you will have the goodness to 
direct ns on our way." 



" That I will do, with all my heart/' 
criös the stranger; " but, I am afraid, 
my insthictions will be of no service to 
you." 



tc 



Why so ?" enquires Orlando. 



" Because it is all a cross-road to 
Burnley, the first town you come to ; 
and you will find nobody, at this time 
öf night, to give you further direc- 
tions/* 

" Then our Situation is unlucky, ia- 
deed/' cries our hero. 

• 

" Not at all/* observes the stranger ; 

*' One good turn deserves another; so 

if you will go with me to my cot, I will 

endeavour to make you all the amends 

w 5 in 
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in my power, for your generous as- 
sistance." 

Orlando thought it best, in their pre- 
sent condition, to comply with the 
xnan's invitation ; and, after thanking 
him, began to accompany him to his 
dwelling. 

Just at this period, the moon aröse, 
and, in some measure, dissipated the 
gloom of night. 

Our travellers accompapied their 
guide through several lanes and ave- 
nues, tili, at last, they came to one so 
narrow and over-shadowed with bushes 
as scarcely to admit the passage of a 
man and horse. 

Our hero now, for the first time, be- 
gan to entertain suspicions of his host. 

The road appeared so recluse and un- 

fre- 
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frequented, as induced him to suppose 
it lcd to a cave of robbers. 

« 

Poor old Peter could hardly sustain ' 
himself on his horse, from the force of 
äimilar ideas ; and was several times on 
the point of whispering his opinion to 
his master ; but, not knowing h'ow ßur 
he might be in the power of the objects 
he dreaded, he thought it most prudent 
to be silent. 

* 

They now came to a small enclosure, 
when the guide called out, " Have a 
good heartj my masters ; we are nearly 
arrived ; we shall soon have an oppor- 
tunity of regaling ourselves with a good 
fire and hearty fare." 

" You live very recluse, master/' 
cries Orlando. 

" Why, some people would call it a 
dull place to be sure ; but I don't want 

p 6 for 



tf 



fer< ccrmpany, and irfeqüently take a 
journey to the.netfest town Qt' viUage ; • 
and, with a continual round of various 
epiploy mcnts, - 1 jhave not time To be 
mopish or.sad/' 

\ 

. This was a declaration which, in «a 
great measute, removed Orlando's ap- 
päeheBäiqns/ ?nd operated as. a cordial 
t$ the terrore, Qf the affrightcd 'squire, 
who sat a great deal easier in the saddte, 
in consequence of baving resumed * 
good opiajan of their guide. 

T?hey now arrived at the house> which 
was so cancealed by trees. as to rende* 
it invisible to all butthose oit the spot ; 
and the stranger, after. caJling: for assist- 
ance and committing the horses to a 
p5*a<tt) that attended, with ü] profpsioi* 
of civility ushered our travellers ipto 
the habitation. 

* * 

' Th'^ oranger kd Orlando, ^ccöippa^ 
"i - f jiifd* i 



^ 
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nied by his man, into a large room, 
which, from. ite size and appearance, 
seemed to have been formerly devoted 
te religious purposes. 

Our hero,. every now-and-then, cast 
his eyes about the apartment, and paid 
particulär attention to the preparations 
'of defence in k. 

t a 

In one corner stood a few swords of 
x a most formidable size. and over the 
mantle-piece was a ränge of fowling- 
pieces, with a brace of pistols on either 
side; but what most attracted his at- 
tention was a hat, the handsome apr- 
pearance of which, he thought, did not 
well correspond with the homely- habi- 
liments of his* host 

While he was. runiinating on these 
myßterious objects, t]ie stranger sud- 
denly, exclaimed, " Yoyr honour geems • 
rattesserious. all on $ müit»:i I dar^ 



/ 
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say you are fatigued ; or, perhaps, the 
strangeness of the place makes you du II. 

" Come, let us have a . little lively 
chat, and we will cheer ourselves pre 
sently with a good supper and a cheer- 
ful glass after it. J 






Our hero thanked him for his hospi- 
tality, and enquired into his cpndition, 
after the blows he had received ; _ to 
which the man replied with such an air 
of indiflference, as not a little surprised 
him. . ■• * 

While they were discoursing together, 
a person entered and enquired, if it 
wöuld be agreeable to bring in the sup- 
per; which was immedrately ordered, 
on the consent of our travellers. 

Orlando, observing more plates ob 
the table than were wanted for them 
alone, jocularly remarked, €€ You are 

*' ■> not 
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not without Company, I see, in this 
place/' 

" O no ! your honour ; I expect 
every minute my two brothers, who 
went a long journey to-day; and, I 
dare say, will not be long before they 
return." f 

Just as he finished this sentence, the 
absent persons came in, and Orlando 's 
host describing to them the good Servi- 
ces the gentleman had done him, they 
immediately advanced to our hero/ and 
saluted. him with the most > cordial 
respect* 

* 

There was a frankness and generosity 
in their manner, which made our tra- 
vellers a Utile more easy in their Situa- 
tion. 

They 3II sat down now to the feast ' 

* pre- 
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pffepared^aod'veiy shortiy hegari tohe> 
on a very social footing together, 

* Jokes and toerriment abounded. 

• * 
Xvejry now-and-then ' the brotherar 
complimented our hero> and seeraed 
entertained, in the highest degree^ witfr 
his Company* 

* 

■ J . m 

Orlando was not aware of fioding 
$uch conviviality i^so r6tircd an abode. 
He, however, resolved to partake of it, 
with an cqual degree of spif it with th'fe : 
resi, and was just on the point of-pour- 
■ b ing out a bumper to his hosts, wheft ä~ 

**"-. sudden shriek assailed his ears, which 
tbjfcw the whole party into con Fusion. 
** * - • -t - . 

Orlando ran to unsheath one of lh^ r 
swords, but was prevented by his compa*; 
riions ; who, recovering themselves, said, 
€< It was not an unusualthingt— nothing 
«xore than the note of screech-owls, 
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with' wbich they were frequently *aa- 
noyed." ., 

Ourhero was satisfied with tlws f i|itcl- 
ligence, at*d the cpmpaijy. resumed 
thehr sfeats. Scaafce : was the c$nve*sation» 
renewed, wheiv a second and third 
shri^k pro^uced a frcsh iutei^iiptiqii^ 

OrtäAcfo w$»i slattted* and the bro- 
thevs shf v^d erident Symptoms af con~ 
sternatioo; a* leagth one $f thewv- 
started iip, and, quitting the room, as- 
sjared tte res*, he would bring a truc 
q£ the cause of their ^alarm* ; 



et 



The party waited with anxious expeo 
tatkto tefeäöw the-meaning 6f itfris sud- 
döflJotakry. ;At length the bröth^r *e-' 
turned, and intreated our travellers : t<* ; 
shake off their uneasiness, as it was one 
of'thöse sounds they were frequently 
aecustohred to, which they could not, at 
Ar ; ' '' all- 
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all times, account for, and to which 
they paid little attention. 

" Come, sir," cries he, " don't let tri- 
fles affect you ;" and, Alling his glass, ex-* 
claimed, " Here's to all absent friends." 

" With the greatest pleasure," replies 
Orlando, taking a bumper; and, hav- 
ing honoured the toast, begged now to 
retire, as it was his iptentton to proceed 
early on his jouroey in the morning. 



€€ By all means," observed the host, 
€€ aad I hope you will like your accom- 
modation." 



" No doubt of it," exclaims our hero. 
€€ Fatigue will, I dare say, . assigt our 
slumbers." 

They were conducted now to an Up- 
per room, to which they ascended by a 
ladder ; after which the guide left them, 
and departed. CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



o, 



RLANDO had not bccn long in jthe 
room, whcn he heard a lumbering noise 
under him, to which, euriosity prompt- 
ed him to listen ; when, to his astonish- 
ment, he found they were moving away 
the ladder. 

The worst of apprehensions tieized 
him at this moment, and heinstantly 
began to meditate means of escape, or 
defence, 

The first step he took, was to explor£ 
/)fcthe room, for the purpose of discover- 

• * l , ing 
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ing if any one was concealed there, or 
if he could remark any thing, to con- 
firm him in his suspicions; but found 
nothing that could lead to any idea of 
intended violence. 

After searching some time, he ob- 
served something, which excited his 
cur iosity ; and which, he was determined 
to examin e. This was a door, totalis 
concealed, when they first entered; \u€ 
which, was afterwards discovered, by 
reqaqving the head of tfae bed. 

T This he eoatrived to'effect in so still: 
a manner, as to give no alarm.. . 

Orlando found no difficulty in open- 
ing the' door, as it was merely lipon a' 
latch; and enteripg into the apartment* 
was Struck with dismay, on per^eiving 
several drops of blood on the floof . 

This sight made him pause; as to his ; jL.. 

faithful ?"' 
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faifhful attendant, he was ready ta ex- 
pire with t error arid apprehcnsian. 

Orlando, notwiihstanding the sur- 
prise t\m aftair had ' tlirovm , him . into, 
was determineft to satisfy his curiosity, 
to the füll extent. He- crossed (hp 
room to a-closet, which stood aJmost 
hid in a nook, at the further end; aipon 
opening it, he öbserved nothing but a 
few horsemen's coats, tumbled one 
lipon the other; and was; going quickly 
to shut the door, "when he thQught he 
discerned something Uke a shoe r con- 
eealed almost to the very toe. This was 
a spur to his curiosity; and, upon has- 
tily removing the clothes, he was Struck 
with horror, on behojding a.pale and 

blpody corsQj, witU a gash in the throat, 

** * •. * • 

from ear to ear. . 



« » 



;.. ,"• . ' / 



Our herp now doubted xiQfr.a moment, 
nspMtWg *te. conjpany ^£4 .fallen 

* into. 



* *> « i' 
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mto, and naturally concluded, that such 
was the fate intended them. 

He, therefore, determined instanta- 
neously, if possible, to make his escape; 
and was upon the point of trying the 
window for this purpose, when his 
attention was caught by the sound of a 
deep groan, which issued from some 
place, nearwhere hestood. 

He paused, not knowing how to 
discover the invisible object of afflic- 
tion; immediately, a second groan as- 
ailed his ears. 



Sc 



Orlando traversed the room, in hopes 
of discovering the spot from wherce 
the sound proceeded ; and, at last, c >- 
served a place, where the floor appear- 
ed to have been newly repaired; and, 
upon a dose ihspection, he found a 
sliding board, which, with little diffi- 
culty, he soon removed, and discovered 

a gloomy 
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a gioomy apartment, from which re- 
peated groans ascended. 

» 

Orlando and bis servant descended by 
a few steps into this dreary abode; 
when, by the faint light of a taper, which 
glimmered in the centre, he beheld a 
female, cruelly bound, band and foot, 
and, seemingly, left there to perish. 

The stfanger was about giving a loud 
shriek on their entrance, thinking, the 
murderers were coming to finish their 
barbarities; upon which, Orlando made 
what signs he could for her to be silent, , 
and she was ready to expire with joy, 
when she understood they were come to 
her deliverance. 

Having with some difficulty releaaed 
her, he intimated the necessity of im- 
mediate flight. 

* Let us hasten to the window/* 

u Forbear!" 
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ft Förbear ! " cries the stranger, " si*ch 
an attempt— there's not a window in 
this house that is not ei ther barred ,or 
nailed down. ; 

" Every precaution is used in this 
dreadful abode to prevent escape; and 
their determinatibn is, that those who 
t>nce oome in shall return no more. 

*" But let us lose not a moment — 
hark! the mnrderers' feei approach." 

i Oifr hero heäring a npise, and sup~ 
ptlsing this 4ö be the casd, seized an 

• - * 

iroh bar ^hich lay on the floorj aüd 
start in an attitude of defenoe. 

# * 

> 

* 

The noise now ceased, and when they 
fast: debated some tirne an the; mesnis of 
^Btting\avÄy, thelady suddenty ex- 
claimed, "thank Heaven I have jiist 
now thought of a mode of escape ! 
my jaüastni&mi.'sufe? has some other 

* mode 



v> >. 
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roode öf entering thi$ apartment, be- 
side that of descending by the Steps. 

<c Let ns examine the place thoroughr 
ly/'. repeated the lady. 

Orlando took the üght, and after close' 
examination, observed a narrow door, 
which he soon pulled open, by a ring 
which was fastened to it. 

* . • 

Immediately they entered a dark ca- 
vern, of considerable size, in« which 
were tubs, variouspieoes of cördagey 
and broken anchors ; a sight, which led- 
them to believe that their persecutors 
were smugglers. , 

This cave had two avenues, and it 
puzzled our adventurers to determine 
which to take. They were not long, 
however, in deliberating; and upon 
choosing that on the right, they enter- 
ed a place which petrified them with 

vol. i. g horror. 
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hotror. i Before them fetfrod a ghasdy 
figure, ä*t lentire human skeleton, sus- 
pended upon a beam, and glaring with 
itshorrid fronton the beholders ; aröund 
them lay strewed, värious bostes and 
trunks of human bodies, mouldering to 
d^cay. ........ 

* * 

Terror gave speed to.their flight; 
they started froiri this scene of horrok*, 
and pursued a narrow avenue before 
them, which brought them into ä sp^- 
cious « apartment ; ät the top of which. 
was a träpt-door, with a ladder, by 
^hich, they supposed, the robbers 
descended. . . 

Our fugitives instantaneously mount- 
ed this, and pushing ojaien the doör, 
found fhemselves, onoemore, in opcn 
air. >. ../ .' • . ' • * 

*-\. • • ' 

Their joy was mexpressible at this 
discovery ; but met with« a suddeh ched^. 

" 011 
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on their beholding a man> who stood 
near the cave, armed, and who appear- 
ed as a guard to the place. 



j* 



r r 
I » 



Orlando caught the lucky moment, 
as the centmel was looking another way, 
and Sterling softly behind him, knocked 
idm döwn instantly with the iron bar 
be had kept in his possessiom, for their 
defence. 

The blow did the centinel no mate- 
tM injury ; it sturcroed him sufficiently, 
hawever:, t<*^ctoable**ir)hero tri disarm 

f 






The stränge man soon recovered, and 
got ' up. Orlando, mindful of their 
safety, söized- J Kiiti' By the collar, arid 
exclaimed, " inhuman wretch ! who has 
£hose*i <th«ioflWttf puötecdng this «riur- 
defroWtfbod^ttoba diest. 

; > « In rf tföiÄerit* P«5eri$I% »rfflst?, 
pi r,! g 2 accursed 
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accursed to rot and perish, like the 
awful spectacles below V 9 

The man implored in the most piteous 
manfter for mercy, saying, "fce, Wöuld 
make every discovery in his power." 

" Direct us then/' cries Orlando, 
clapping a pistol to his breast, " tö some 
immediate mode of escape, or thou 
diest instantaneously." 

Struck with t error and surprise, the 
fellow informe<J *)ienC;that at a smaä 
distance 'off lay the vessel used by his 
companions, and which would be the 
best means of flight; as the roads, in 
•Gvejy quarter, were intes£0d with t the 
gängig wl^pse cu$tp(\y.thqy^Wl b^e^. 

Orlando * h^d immed*ate oredo WM) . to 
the opportunity nlentiäned; ahd, witftr. 
out delay, proceeded with the lady to- 
wards the spgt.; at the saotye time inti- 

mating 
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mating tö the stranger, that if he dis- 
covered the least treachery in his future 
conduct, he would instantly dispatch 
him. 

He likewise directed Peter to be in- 
stantly on his guard in their way to the 
beech, and to keep the strictest watch 
over the robber tili such times as they 
could put confidence in him. 

Soon as Orlando and his party were 
ori board, the former enquired of his 
guide which was the safest port to put 
in at; and received for answer, that the 
töwn of Preston lay about seven miles 
of£ and was the most desirable of any 
one for that purpose. 

Orlando desired the man to make im- 
mediately for that place. 

• 

The boattnan now began to shew 
Symptoms of fear,' which our hero soon 

o s mter- 



126 BELLGROVE CASTLE; OR, 

interpreted^ as arising from an appre- 
hension of being brought to justice; 
upon which, the latter intimated to him, 
that if he would make an ingenuous con- 
fession of all he knew, he would pledge 
his word not a tittle of it should ever 
transpire to his disadvantage. 

€t God bless your honour!" cries the 
man; cf this is the happiest day I have 
known a long time. I have often hoped 
I should not be fated to be a vilkin all 
my life, Thank God I have not the 
blood of any one to lay to- my Charge : 
my stay with the gang was compulsa- 
tory, believe me, your honour." 

" How can that be/' cries Orlando \ 
" the same means which eriabled us to 
escape would have served your purpöse, 
would itnot?" 

" It would, could I have found it un- 
occupied, as lye just now have done; 

but 
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but there has always been one or two of 
the hardiest of the gang kept in the 
boat, oofttinuajly on the look out;, and 
such would have been the case last 
night, but l suppose they are gone to 
strengthen a party who ' expect a great 
booty, and some resistance."-«" What, 
are there more than what I saw?" ex- 
claimed our hero. " Yes, your honour; 
there are not less than forty in the whole, 
who are dfcpersed about in diflferent 
places ; some return home on an even- 
ing, and others stay under hollow banks 
and hedges, or any place of conceal- 
ment." 

" How long have you been in thefr 
service ?" 

" Not more than a twelveraonth." 

" Your experierice has, l fear, been 
woful, during that period." 

% , • g 4 " To . 
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" To a mind like mine, exceedingly 
so, your honour ; for I have witnessed 
scenes that would make your hlood run 
cold. Our cmployment has beeirafcy 
thing that came to hand; smuggling 
was our chief . concern, but robbing 
occasionally ; and even murder, , rather 
than bc frustrated in the object in 
view." \ 

" Strange!" exclaimed Orlando: " I 
thought the man, whom I protected» 
had been a harmless and inoffensive 
character." 

,€ That you protected ! Where might 
that happen, your honour?" 

" On a common, about two miles ofF 
from the house." 



cc 



Then you hav£ been, I find, caught 
in the snare which hast cost many their 
• lives." 

" It 
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" It was a trick, I have found, by 
woful experience," replies our hero. 

, " It is one, your honour, that they 
have long praotised. with success. 

" A light is exhibited on the common, 
to delude people from the road; when 
they find a person approach, they pre- 
tend a scuffie, and the humane traveller, 
advancing to assist, is, by artful mean?, 
decoyed to their den, from whence, 
unless some extraordinary good fortune 
intervenes, he never more departs." 

" But how came you into their pos- 
session? ,, coli tinues Orlando. 

" Unfortunately, in my passage to 
Castleton, we were beset with this gang, 
agakist whom our vessel made a stout 
resistance; but we were, at last,, over- 
powered. The boat was plundered, and 
our hands carried on board the smug- 

c 6 gier; 
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gier ; there were only four of us, and 
we were obliged to enter into their Ser- 
vice, or be murdered on the spot. A 
temporary anxiety for out lives induced 
us to choose the former, and they 
immediately put us on the sartie employ- 
ment as themselves. 

" Out of the compiement there was 
only myself left, when you found me. 
One died of grief ; the second was short- 
ly missing; and the third was dis- 
patched, in attempting to make his es* 
cape. 

" Thus situated, your honour will 
find that I had no opportunity of ridding 
myself of such inhuman Company. 

" I therefore endeavoured to resign 
myself to my Situation as well as I could, 
and to steer as clear from rapine and 
violence as the nature of my employ- 
ment would admit." 

Orlando 
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Orlando eommended the honesty of 
his guide, and promked that hie would 
do all that lay in hiß power to procura 
him a lawful and sukable empioyment. 

Our hero, duriog bis conversation 
with the boatman, was not inattentive 
to hie fi^tr companion ; who was neariy 
overpowered with ill usage and fatigue. 

He did every thing in his power to 
cheer her spirits, and talked to her in 
terms of consoiatioa on their fortunate 
preservätion. 

She thanked him in the most grate- 

ful and respectful manner, and assured 

him, that his kind offices, in her behalf, 

would ever be remembered by her with 

the most sincere esteem. 

/ 

There was something in the appear- 
ance of this damse) which inferested 
Orlando grqatly in her b^b^lf. She had, 

q Iß more- 
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moreover, an engaging manner, and 
captivating address; such as inspired 
him with a tenderness of thought he 
had never experienced before. 

It hurt him, exceedingly, to view 
such beauty in distress, and every rao- 
ment was tedious and distressing to him, 
tili they should arrive, where every po&- 
sible assistance and respect might be 
procured for her. . 

It was six o'cjock when they came to 
Preston, and Orlando immediately con- 
ducted the lady to the first inn of note 
he came to; and, at the same time, 
gave Orders for every attention that 
might be necessary. 

He then left his fair charge, and went 
in search of medical assistance. 

He found Dr. Selby just risen, and 
explaining the nature of his visit, re- 
quested his immediate attendance. 
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■ 
■ 

The doctor was one of those men that 
feel instantaneous concern for the mts- 
fortunes of others, and seizing his hat 
and cane, accompanied his visitor with 
the utmost dispatch. 

He found the lady much fatigued, 
with a considerable agitation on her 
nerves; which, Mr. Selby said, a little 
rest, and a composing draught, would 
speedily remove. 

The doctor, upon retiring, was invited 
by Orlando to drink a glass of wine with 
him after dinner, . which the former 
consented to, provided he was not en- 
gaged in the duties öf his profession. 

When the doctor was gone, our travel- 
ler made an application to the magistrate 
of the place, to lay before him a depo- 
sition of what he hadbeen witness to ; 
and left it to the officers of justice to 

bring 
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bring the ruffians to condign punish- 
ment. 

# 

On hifc return he fouftd the lady so 
much recovered, as to be capable of 
conversing more freely. 

They began, by resuming the subject 

of their late härdships; and, Orlando, 

feeling a curiosity to be acqüainted with 

the lady's story, she, with the greatest 

good-nature, informed him, 'that she was 

on a vkit to her aunt, who resided in 

Cheshire; and in her way, stopped 

one night at the house of an elderly 

4ady, for whom she had. a grekt esteem ; 

that in the foüowing evening she left 

her acquaintance, to walk to a town, 

4boj* t a mile off, tfarough whieh, astage 

paaaed to her place of destinatioo ; ker 

Und inend, iirästing at the same time, 

ih*t her servant shouid aecompany her 

.liiere* 

' This 
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' Thi$ I refused/ contimied the lady, 
' as my friend was taten suddenly ill, 
and had only one attendant about hör. 

* I then began my walk, and, unfor« 
tunately, not recollecting the directions 
given rae, took a wrong (Urning, and 
very soon found f had totally lost my 
way ; in which «luation, I rambled 
about in the greatest perplexity, tili 
dusk came on. 

' Just at this period, a man, with a 
chaiSe-cart, overtook me, and ohserv- 
ing my distress» offered to convey rae 
to the place I wanted. . 

* 

' Rejoiced at such an offer, I pro- 
ceeded with him, in hopes of soon ar- 
riving at the spot. 

€ We travelled through sevend turn- 
ings, and at last came to a lonely com-* 
mon ; after passing which, my guide 

told 



j 
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told me he must call at ä house a little 
way from the road, as he had things 
there which he was under an Obligation, 
that very evening, to convey to the. 
town we were going i&. 

'< I confess/ continued Orlando's 
fair friend, € I now became apprehen- 
sive for my safety, and was about to re- 
monstrate, but recollectijig my defence- 
less State, thought jt most prudent to 
conceal my fears. 

r 

r We now arrived at ä place too 
narrow * for the cart to päss, and the 
driver, in the most obsequious manner, 
requested me to alight, and walk the 
small distance that led to the house. 

' Nfothing could exceed the agitation 
I feit, as we passed along this dismal 
avenue ; yet I durst not complain. I, 
\however, committed myself to provi- 
dehce, in the hopes I should be pre- 

served 
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served from whatever härm was intend- 
cd me. 

' At length I arrived, and found my 
fears, in a great measure, realized. 
The villain seized me, and dragged me 
into the house, where my pockets were 
immediately rifled ; my purse and watch 
taken from me; and my ears assailed 
with the most outrageous language. 

* I was then conveyed in a violent 
manner up stairs into a room near my 
cell, and told, at the same time, if I 
made the least noise, or attempted an 
escape, I should that instant be put to 
death. 

€ I had been in their custody three 
days before y ou discovered me ; during 
which the ruffians supplied me with ne- 
cessary food, but in so sullen, and so 
savage a way, that I every moment 
dreaded some cruel and inhuman de- 
sign. c Na 
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*«No töngue can describe the dread- 
ful anxiety I suffered in such a condi- 
tion; my reflexions, at last, made me 
desperate ; and believing I shoiild never 
more return to my friends, 1 gave re- 
peated shrieks, under the despairing 
hope they would either bring some one 
to my assistance; 01% that ihe ruffians 
would, at once, rid me of my pain/ 

Here Orlando observed to his fair 
companion, that at the moment of the 
shrieks, he thought tl^re was a case of 
distress near, tout that, the yillains art- 
fully disguised the affair. 

* 

The lady then proceeded : / It was 
not long before my cries brpught up 
one of the miscreahts, who inimediately 
drägged me into the cell beneath, and 
after binding me in the manner y ou saw, 
quitted me, with the moat horrid me- 
naces and curses: what fallowed after- 
wards , I need not relate ; suffice it to 
« ' ' say, 
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* ■ * * 

say, it is altogether an incident that I 
shall remember to the latest period of 
my life/ 

• • , 
The lady, after finishing her narra- 
tive, intimated her intention of return- 
ing hotne the next day. This gave our 
hero an oppoitunity of enquiring . fcer 
place of abode; which she mpdestjy in- 
formed him was at Ash-Grove Vicapge. 

I 

€€ Good Heavens ! " exelaimed Orlan- 
do ; €€ is it possible yöu can have been 
so long my neighbour, and I not pos- 
sess some recojlection of your person ?" 

iC That may very probabty be the 
case/' repliedMis^Prrtchards, the naiwe 
of the lady ; €t my life has been, alto- 
gether, that öf i a reqluse ; snd, indeed, 
I have foünd those charms in retire- 
ment, in the study of books, and in the 
conversation of an amiable parent, as 

have 
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have precluded every wish to move in a 

more conspicuqus circle." 

i 

Orlando attended to the lady with in- 
expressible pleasure, and was charmed 
with the sentiments she uttered. 

He begged to have fhe horfour of 
cotiducting her back ; and was so elated 
with the göod senseand agveeable man- 
nfers of his eompänicmi that he became 
seriously occupied by the thoughts of 
devoting his time wholly to her ser- 
vier -....•/* 

While pur hero was meditati ng ön the 
charms of Miss Pritchards, that lady 
was not altogether insensible to his 
merits and amiable deportment. 

She began to view him in a light, dif- 
ferent from those youths she had hither- 
toseen. 

His 
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Hfc maru^ers wen*, iqsini^tipg, and 
his conversation was such* jap instan*- 
taneously produced in her a congeniality 
of sentiment ; in short, h;s Company ap- 
peared to her nosqiall corap^nsation fpr 
the ilWortune,sliplia$k cndurcd. , i- :<i 

After dinn^r : the dqctor arrived; . be- 
tjveefl, whQm -, qnd Orlando an interest- 
ing converjsation ensued, highly enter- 
taining to the latter.. 

Thete was much afj&büity about the 
d#ctor, . apd a certain happy ;vjeyi of 
pleaffagury,; which was surfa- to amuse. 
IIc ,yas„ inde^d, aa f honour to hi$ pro- 
fession ; and our her<> listened to many 
excqllent ma^ij^, ; yJbioh he was deter-r 
mined should jnfluffvpe ,His ^pnduct in 
the future course of his life. 

, r Orlan^ ^nquiiredjpf $ix, «?elby if he 
c^)clacqi^ii^t hipi with t^wpy to Horr 
rpjdßie ^Qastlje, ,and was! i*at> a little 
":.•»: :•; pleased 
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pleased to find the doctor acquairited 
witfe evefy Step of the road. 

* c It^s ü joumey I häve not been for 

• • • 

some ye^/ ,i; cnes the lättet? "yet I 
recollect fli&wholetif tfee gtwind. * 

'' Vf About't\Ve«ty[ycfärt tack I faäd ocir 
casion to Visit thatpaköf tlie &>ÜÄtfy, 
nay, 'the Very spöf, lipon büsiiiess öf a 
very serious nature.* it was ät tbe earn- 
est request of a gentleman of amiable 
Charakter, in tftk 'place, who had re- 
^6ei^ed inforiwatiori tbät a relation -0f 4tfk, 
neaf^Höiröfdäle^-liad died süddänfy, 
ahtü Aere wafc ä repört tfcat he : häd tfoaife 
by his death by means of violenfe£; m 
Short, he was reprSsehted ; by söme, tb 
hate mad* a^ay'witli hiinself. * : : 

" To ascertain the fact, medical men 
vrert Calted ifi^Jh^edttfie baiif;^ho 
IfeftiskÄ tö ' v p4»ofcecä'" fö r ah examinaitton, 
uiAessthferfe waä' ariötfcer of tHe feetiky 

preseilt, 



* » • j ' * 
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prescnt, who should be appointed by 
the nearest relation t& tte: deceaeed. 



u My friend intreated me in the most 
nuyving maaaer to acoompany htm for 
thfe purpose; and though it Vas ofsome 
Hicohvemence to me in; my profession, 
I £Ould not refüse Iris iteqUest. 

u W«, travelted . rwrith the Jtttmost dis- 
patch, apd soonafter owr arrmal, com- 
iweoced the exarainktiaa. 






i « 



" It was soon manifest to us that poi- 
son hfcdbe^ftafliiaimstexed; batwhetfier 
by. the deceased; or irthers* we ooalct 
»oi: determine. 

" The circumstance that led to a 
^pickmofiHel^mccivas, thetilelan- 
choJy that was known to htag abtönt tue 
unfoKtunat^maii for some time, .; .-, 

This despöndency »lade htm Ktewise 
»*:, : aver&e 
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aversfe from society, and he was often 
heard to say, a iittle time would rid hira 
of his misfortunes. 

/' So. far vre thought this unhappy 
gentleman m a fit of lunacy, aud undet 
the pressure of misfortunes, might have 
done violence to himself. 

Cf But there w£re instances produced 
on the opposite side . of the question, 
which preponderated in his fevour, and 

induced us to believe him innocent. 

.... ■" 

cc We :were now at a lose wHo to fix 
the accusatian on, as the deceased was 
known to have Iittle intercourse witfc 
society. 



i . 



c'< vThete was a person, hoWever, tat rth 
\fhomtoehad be*n some time ät yari- 
ance, a certain lord of a Castle, a few 
miles off, who was known to be of a 
TOiy vindictive idisposition, but we coüld 

find 



'•* •';; 
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find no instance to criminate him; and 
he was reported to have gone to the coii- 
tinent a month prior to the catastrophe. 

" In this case of perplexity we coold 
decide nothing, and were under the ne- 
cessity of consigning the unhappy per- 
son to the grave, not altogethqr unac- 
companied by the most dreadful of all t 
opinions." 

Orlando, during this discourse, feit 
an emotion, which he could hardly con- 
ceal. The lord of the» Castle, he con- 
cluded, meant Lord Horrordale, and 
that even the most distant relation 
should be supposed capable of so atro- 
cious an act, excited in him the most 
unpleasant sensations. 

The doctor and Orlando spent a few 
hourB very agreeably with each other; 
and the latter thought it an irruption on 
his happiness when he rose to depart. 

vol. i. h Mr. ^ 
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Mr. Selby novfr conducted Miss Mo- 
ntana Pritchards to his house, and in- 
troducing her to his Wife, assured our 
hero of her safe conduct to the vicar- 
age, as he was himself going that way in 
the course of a day or two. . 

It was not without some regret Orlan- 
do relinqoished his design of accom«- 
panying Monimia to her father's, trat. 
recollecting the excellent protection he 
should coosign her to, and an impressive 
scnse of the busiüess he h#d set out 
upan rushing into his mind at the same 
time, be politely resigned the lady to 
the doctor's care. 



V . 



Our hero did not forget to recom- 
mend the man of the ca*re to the doc- 
tor's notice, who appeared quite satis- 
fied «with what was tnentioned in his 
behalf, and promised to procura him a 
credkable and comfortable employ. ■; 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



T 



HE next morning Orlando found 
a chaise at the door, which he had di- 
rected Peter to procure föf their jour- 
ney ; and after bidding the äoctor adieu, 
and taking something like a tender 
farewell of " Monimia, he proceeded, 
with the hopes of arriving at Horror- 
dale/ without further molestation. 

They travelled a brisk pace in the 
course of the day, and in the evenirig, 
found themselves at Bridgenorth, where 
Orlando intended to pass the night. 

h 2 Being 
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Being disposed a little for Society, 
he was not displeased when the landlord 
of the inn he stopped at, hinted to him 
he might join a party in an adjacent 
room, consisting of the most respecta- 
ble men in the town, if agreeable to 
him. Orlando was glad of the offer, 
and was soon ushered by the landlord 
into this social meeting, where the 
attorney, the apothecary, and even the 
vicar, lent his assistancc to promote the 
conviviality of the evening. 

Our hero soon obtfcined an amica- 
ble footing with them. His engaging 
address, and suavity of manners, were 
sure to gain him esteem in -any society. 
It will not appear surprising, therefore, 
that after some little conversation, he was 
esteemed a valuable acquisition to the 
Company. 

The reverend ; gentleman who pre- 
sided, poured out a bumper, in hon our 

of 
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of the stranger, which was seconded by 
the rest with every mark of enthusiasm. 

Orlando, during his intercourse with 
the Company, feil into conversation 
with one who was going the same road 
with-himself ; a treaty was soon agreed 
upon, and our hero was not a little 
pleased with the hopes of an agreeable 
conversation in the remaining part of . 
his journey, 

The next morning Orlando, with his 
companion, attended by Peter, set out 
upon their intended destination, the 
faithful domestic being allowed, by the 
most cordial consent of the stranger/ as 
usual, a seat by the side of his master. 

The two gentlemen eritered into a 
very agreeable dialogue, which lasted to 
a considerable distance, when their at- 
tention was arrested by a circumstance 
which appeared . not a little mysterious 

H 3 tO 
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i 

to them both, and harrassed our hero's 
'squire with fresh alarms. 

Two men rode up to the carriage, 
one on either side; and, after scruti- 
nously surveying the Company within, 
slackened their pace and left our travel- 
lers under a disagreeable suspence about 
their motive for so doing. 

Poor old Peter put up an ejaculation, 
and exclaimed, " Oh ! my dear master ! 
a second mischief is befalling us ; these 
people surely intend to rob and murder 
us!" 

« 

Orlando checked him for his impru- 
dence in calling out, and intimated to 
him, that what he had seen was pro- 
bably no.more than the cffect of inere 
idle curiosity. 

rr Ah ! master," replied the intimi- 
dated 'squire, ec curiosity is an expres- 
$ion that frightens me. ff It 
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" It was curiosity that conducted us 
1o that horrid cave \" 

" Cease your importunities/' cries 
Orlando, peevishly, €t we can but deli- 
ver all, if they are the characters you 
suppose, and trust to Providence for 
the protection of our persons." 

While this discourse lasted, the horse- 
men, several timea passed and repas- 
sed the chaise — a circumstance which> 
at length led our hero and his cora^ 
panions to suspect the honesty of their 
designs. > ' T 

They at last were confirmed in their 
suspicions by observingi that the hörne- 
rnen were armed with a brace of pistols 
eaclv, which were clearly discovered, as 
the wind blew back the flapS of their 
great coats. 

Their apprehensions, how<ever, were 

u 4 not 
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not heightened to the same degree as 
Peter's, which operated so strongly on 
him, as to make him vent his fears 
aloud. They, pn the other hand, were 
determined to part with their property 
with as good a grace as possible. 

The Strange m'en havirtg now passed 
the chaise, kept at a certain distance 
before it, every now-and-then . turning 
round to reconnoitre the travellers ; a 
circumstance, however, soon happened 
which brought matters to a erisis. 

It chanced, that the road they were 
about to enter was too narrow for two 
carriages to pass in an opposite direc- 
tum. 

They were, of course, obliged to 
stop for a Jarge waggon, which was 
slowly advancing towards them. 

The moment the horsemen saw this, 

they 



<» » 
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they rode up to the chaise, at the sight 
of which, poor Peter burst out in an 
agony of fear. 

• 

" For God's sake ! — for pity's sake ! 
— spare my dear master !" To which 
Orlando paid no attention; but in a 
menacing tone, asked the strangers 
what they wanted. 

The horsemen immediately replied, 
in a respecful manner, " Be not alarmed, 
gentlemen ; our occupation is not to 
annoy any of his raajesty's liege subjects; 
but to satisfy ourselves that the revenue 
is not injured. 

Orlando now perceived that their 
visitors were not highwayme», but a 
couple of inoffensive excisemen, whose 
custom it was, in this part of the coun 
try, to examine every conveyance they 
met. 

H5 ' He 



154 ' BSLLGROVE CASTLE; O», 

He therefore begged they would sa- 
tisfy themselves as far äß they pleased; 
lipon which, the men respectfully bow- 
ing for the trouble they had occasioned, 
exclaimed, "all was right/' and imme- 
diately rode away. 

The features of Orlando 's servant be- 
gan now to wear a tnore cheerful as- 
pect. 

i3is master, by exercising a little 
gOod-natured raillery with him, had 
helped him to shake off {hat weakness 
which was sure to manifest itself on the 
most trifling sense of danger. 

The two gentlemen were highly di- 
verted with the whimsical blunder they 
had made, and amused themselves with 
the thoughts of it a considerable time 
afterwards. 

Our hero and hiß companion had en- 

tertained 
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tertained cach other with a grefat deal t*f 
agreeable conversation in the course of 
the day, when the latter at length found 
himself at his journey's end; and alight- 
ing, took a respectful fare^WeH of the 
former, who how had not many miles to 
travel, and who directed the driver to 
use all dispatch in accomplishing the 
remaining pari of the journey... . 

Orlando, after travelling a certain 
distance, began to have, every nöw- 
and-then, a view of Horrordale Castle; 
and the nearer he approached it, the 
more he found himself Qppressed wijh a 
weight upon.his spirits, which he could 
by no means account for. : ^ 

The prospect around him was not at 
all adapted to relieve him of the bnr- 
then ; it wore so duH and dreary an ap- 
pearance, as was sure to produce a sad* 
ness in a mind like his. On one side 
of Horrordale Castle stood an immense' 

h 6 forest. 



156 BELLGROVE CASTLE ; CR, 

forest, whose dark and gloomy shade 
spread a horror on the whole country. 

Time had so increased the growth of 
it, as to make it appear one solid impe- 
netrable mass. 

Tbere was not the least appearance 
of cultivation about tbe spot, but wild 
plants and herbage grew in the greatest 
luxuriancy; upon which, the rough- 
coated solitary steed was seen to browse» 

On the other side was an extensive 
tract of cöuntry, which, for many 
miles, appeared unoccupied and for* 
lorn» v / 

The approach to the Castle was almost 
inaccessible, in consequence of deep 
ruts and broken ground; so that our 
hero and his man alighted, in regard to 
their personal safety, and having dis- 
missed the chaise, proceeded on foot. 

The 
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The Castle was surrounded by a moat 
of stagnated water, choaked up with- 
weeds and rüshes; and, by its foul and 
putrid State, seemed to have been long 
the abode of the most noxious rep- 
tiles. 

Our hero crossed the draw-bridge, 
ät the extremity of which was a massy 
iron door, defended by a huge and for- 
midable portcullis, which seemed to 
hang in dreadful suspense over the 
heads of those who passed. 

Orlando gave a loud knock, which 
was answered by the barking of a large 
mastiff dog, whose growls and raving 
at intervals, denoted his sayage and fe- 
rocious inclination. 

After repeated knocks at the gate, 
he was, at length, accosted by an in- 
firm old man ; who, with a vacant coun- 
tenance, and unmeaning stare, enquired, 

of 



158 BELLCROVE CASTLE; OR, 

of him, through the grating, what he 
wanted. 



u My name is Bellgrove/' replied 
Orlando. The porter made no reply, 
but stood looking at him with a gaze of 
curiosity and astonishmenf: : grown in- 
censed with delay, he now exclaimed, 
in a loud tone, 



" I come from Bellgrove, tö take 

4 9 • 

possession of this estate." 



The man now started, asif just awoke 
from a dream, andopening the door, 
made many apologies for the delay. 

- Oür hero entered, and the ponder- 
ous iron door was closed, with a noise > 
that echoed like thunder in the court- 
yard. 

It was not long before Orlando un- 
derstood the cause of the porter's un- 

account- 
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accountable behaviour; for after a little 
discourse with him, he found the at- 
tendant so deaf, as scarcely to wider- 
stand one word he directed towards 
him. 

Orlando, and his servant Peter, were 
now ushured into the great hall of the 
Castle, and the former requested that he 
might see the valet or Steward. 

The porter retired, and soon intro- 
duced an ill-favoured looking man; 
who, notwithstanding his obsequious 
exertions to please, could not conceal 
a brutality of countenance, extremely 
disgusting to our hero, who enquired if 
he had been long in the capacity of 
Steward to the laf^ Lord Horrordale, 
and received for answer, that the real 
Steward not knowing how to account 
for the delay which had happened, since 
a letter had been dispatched to Bell- 
grove, had given up all expectations of 

the 
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the visit requested; and was, he be- 
lieved, now on his way to enquire into 
the cause of it. 

Our hero, not being disposed to enter 
into a long communication with this 
individual, desired he might be con- 
ducted to a sitting-room, and was soon 
ushured into one, that seemed to be the 
interior part of the castle. 

He then requested some refreshment, 
which was soon procured him ; and 
while he partook of it, he desired that 
his servant might be attended to in the. 
great hall. 

Orlando was ^hagrined at the misun- 
derstanding that had taken place; for 
as he had no inclination to confer with 
the man whö had just left him, he found 
himself denied of the only opportunity 
of making himself acquainted with the 
affairs of the castle. 

He 
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He therefore debated within himself, 
whether he should wait tili the return of 
the Steward, or go back to Bellgrove 
Castle. The dreariness of the abode, 
and many reflexions of a disagreeable 
nature, respecting the place he had ar- 
rived at, determined him, without much 
deliberation, to pursue the latter course 
the following day. 

In the mean time, the sensations of 
our hero's 'squire were not of the most 
agreeable kind. 

He pondered seriously on the woful 
contrast of his present Situation, to that 
which he had left. 

While Peter was casting the balance, 
very much to his disadvantage, the old 
porter cried, "you seem dull, master; 
come, fall to our fare, it may revive 
you a little." 

" I am 
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" I am a little out of heart, indeed," 
replies the former. " In the first place, 
I am not used to long journies; and 
then, people at my time of life are 
never so happy as when at their own 
fire-side." 



4< 



I am sorry," cries the porter, 
that our place appears so lonely to 
you; and am afraid we have little more 
to entertain you with while you stay, 
thän \vhat you see, Very few people 
stay long with us. 



"Indeed!" cries Peter, hastily, "what 
cän be the reason of their dislike?" 






I don't know," replies the other, 
unlessit be the dulness of the place, 
or the noises and apparitions, which 
some foolish, timid people, have fan- 
cied to disturb the Castle at times. For 
my part, 1 never heard any sounds, but 

what 



• * 
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what I thought proceeded from the 
wind, or some other common cause; 
and as to appearances, I have, to be 
sure, seen what has startled me at first ; 
but ray sight has long been ailing, and 

■ 

that, I believe, has been the cause as 
much as any thing." 

Notwithstanding the indifference ma- 
nifest ed by the old man at the close of 
his speech, there was enough said to 
excite very uneasy sensations in the 
mind of our timid 'squire, whose fancy 
was wound up to the extreme at the 
mention of any thing like the Visitation^ 
of ghosts or apparitions, and he groaned 
under the idea of having exchanged a 
home of comfort, for the regions o£ 
misery and misfortune. ; 

He was by no means solaced by the 
description he had heard, and the woful 
contrast the apartment he was in bore, 
to the cheerful rooms of Bellgtove Cas- 
tle, 
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tle, became another incentive to unea- 
siness. 

He found himself in a lonely spot, 
where every thing wore the aspect of 
gloom and melancholy. 

The high and heavy arched Windows, 
through which a dim obscure light en- 
tered, served to cast a forlorn shade 
into the apartment. 

The iieight of the cieling, fromr 
which hung suspended, the mouldering 
banners of faded grandeur; the dark and 
hollow recesses in many partS ; the 
rusty implements of war, ranged in an 
irregulär fashion; the hootings of the 
bird of night ; and the incessant flitting 
of bats against the casement, with the 
savage ravings, and hideous howlings of 
the raastiff in the court-yard, 




All conüributed to form a woful coft- 

trast 
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trast to the dclights of Bellgrove Castle; 
and poor old Peter feit uneasy fore- 
bodings that he should experience fresh 
terrors, before he beheld that blest 
abode again. 

The porter perceiving the dejection 
which had seized him, began to be a 
little jocular, exclaiming, 

<c Don't be alarmed, my good friend, 
notwithstanding repofts. Here is no- 
thing to härm you, believe me. 

" Besides, if you are really under 
any apprehensions about what I have 
mentioned, you may pass the night 
with us, and we will protect you/' 

Peter feit rauch revived with the pro- 
posal; and the assistance he received 
from some strong ale, which his host 
had provided for him, in some measure 
roused him from his dejection. 

The 
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The conversation now took a more 
lively turn; at length, Peter recollect- 
ing his master might stand in need of 
his attendance, rose, with a view of 
going to. him ; but the deaf man 's com- 
panion insisted on it that he should 
continue to rest from his fatigue, under 
the promise that he would undertake ^ 

the office himself. 

It was a long time before the faithful 
'squire would give the matter up; at 
last intreaties prevailed, and the stew- 
ard's deputy proceeded to wait on Or- 
lando. 

The old portex now took hold of the 
jug, and was just upon the point of 
drinking the health of out 'squire, when 
he exclaimed suddenly, " Gad zooken ! 
some of us y I see, know hbw to firtd the 
bottom of things;" and rose, with an 
Intention of fetching a reinforcemqnt of 
their beverage. 

Our 
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Our 'squire- now, for certain reasons, 
rose to accompany, or to assist, as he 
called it, his companion; but the other 
would, by no means, admit of his 
stirring about after the fatigue he had 
endured. 

Peter was, in consequence, left 
alone; and to prevent his imagination 
from being too busy at this juncture, 
he began to exert himself, by Walking 
to and fro in the hall ; and his impa- 
\ience for the return of his companion 
increased, even to a State of agony. 

Scarcely had he traversed the apar£- 
nient a third time, when he thought fc 
sudden dimness seized the light, and 
turnüig round to discover the cause, he 
beheld a tall figure, with a grim and 
ghastly countenance, clad in complete 
.black armour, who, in an instant, ex- 
tinguished the candle. 

In 
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In a moment, a confused horrid sound 
took place; screams, groans, and howl- 
ings, assailed his ears, with a noise, like 
the rattling of chains ; and a report, as 
if various instruments were clashing 
together. The apartment shook to the 
centre, and the dreadful combat of 
sounds increased to such a degree, as 
though the whole building was instan- 
taneously tumbling into one mass of 
ruins. 

Enveloped in darkness, and stupified 
with horror, our unfortunate 'squire, at 
length, feil prostrate on the floor; and 
the porter Coming up from the cellar, 
at the same instant, feil over him as he 
lay, and spilled the whole contents of 
the can on the visage of the affrighted 
traveller. 

The man now rose with the utmost 
astonishment at the -Situation of Peter. 

He 
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He was puzzled to guess what could have 
brought him there, and in that condi- 
tion; and stood over him, with the 
hopes of seeing him recover. 

In a little time the coolness of the 
Operation began to shew its beneficial 
effects in the features of our unfortunate 
'squire; after sneezing violently for a 
few minutes he arose, and assisted by 
the porter, sat himself down in a chair. 
Soon as he recovfered his speech, he en- 
treated for Christa sake, to be removed 
from the place, which, he believed, 
was the resort of a whole legion of 
devils. 

His companion looked with no smal 1 
degree of surprfce at him, when he 
made this dedaration; and knew not 
whether to impute the oddness of k to" 
the potency of the ale, or the force of 
his own apprehensions. 

vol. i. r He, 
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He, however, administered all the 
consolation in his power; but could 
scarce refrain from a smile, on asking 
him if he would like a little raore ale. 

While they werfe in discourse toge- 
ther, the deputy Steward arrived from 
attending on Orlando, and began Con- 
sulting the porter on the best mode" 
of entertaining their noble visitor for 
•the night; at last, it was agneed upoo, 
. that our hero should be conducted to a 
room on the west wing of the, Castle, 
as being the moöt commodious, and 
com man ding an extensive prospect ; 
and what was singular good luck for 
Peter, it contained a closet with a bed, 
which would accommodctfe him near at 
hand with his master. 

Orlando now rang the bell for Ae at- 
tendance of his old servant iot Ae rie-- 
mainder of the evening. 
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It was no considerable while, how- 
ever, before they repaired to the Cham- 
ber allotted them ; and while Peter was 
arranging matters in the room, our 
hero amused himself with surveying the 
different articles it contained. 

Though every thing was now arrang- 
ed for our hero 's repose, he could not 
prevail on himself to retire to bed; a 
weight of uneasiness still hung over 
him, a sort of presentiment of he knew 
not what. These uncomfortable sensa- 
tions bade defiance to rest, and Orlando 
resolved to continue up, if he could find 
any thing to amuse himself with, 

He took a book from a small collec- 

« 

tion ranged on a few mouldy and worin- 
eaten shelves, so Govered with dust, as 
plainly shewed they had lain a long time 
in disorder and neglect. 

The place he opened at, presented 

12 \.him 



172 B£LLGROVE CASTLE ; OR, 

him with a passage/ which Struck hira 
with very remarkable effect : «* 

— — " Now o'er the one half world 
" Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse 
" The curtain'd sleep ; now witchcraft celebrates 
" Pale Hecate's offerings, and withcr'd Murdcr 
" Alarum'd by his centinel, the wolf, 
" Whose howls his watch, thus with his stealthy 

" pace 
" With Tarqum's ravishing strides, towards his 

" desigh 
" Moves like a ghost. Shakespeare^ 

Orlando feit a kind of prophetic 
dread upon reading these lines, though 
he knew not why they should be inaus- 
picious to his own safety. 

He, however, put up the book, as 
not adapted to his relief, and had re- 
course to a flute which stood in a corner 
of the room . Our hero found some diffi- 
eulty in making it speak, but at length 
produced a note. 

After 
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After exercising himself with a few 
strains, he was Struck with surprise at a 
certain echo, which at periods repeated 
the tones he delivered. 

His curiosity led him now to try 
several experiments this way, in all 
which the air was returned so naturally, 
as led hitn almost to believe, that there 
was some person near in the act of imi- 
tating his music. 

Orlando, at this juncture, threwhim- 
seif into a chair, and began to meditate 
on the singularity of this circumstance; 
scarce was he seated, when a rumbling 
noise ensued just under him, and by a 
sudden movement of the floor, he found 
himself irresistably descend into some 
unknown region beiow. 



i 3 , CIIAP. 
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CHAPTEll IX. 



J[ HE momentary surprise which took 
possession of Orlando, made him shout 
for assistance, but in vain; the trap- 
door closed instantaneously, and he 
gradually sunk into an abode of utter 
darkness. 

A temporary swoon seized him on 
this very extraorditjary occasion, and he 
lay some minutes insensible to the hor- 
rors of his Situation. 

■ 

When he recovered, his apprehen- 
sions and suspence were dreadful, 

AU 
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AU was dari about him, and he knew 
not but those who had concerted the 
snare, might instantly be at his heels to 
murder him. 

The passage which he had read came 
forcibly into his mind, and he now con- 
cluded, that it was a presage of the 
mischiefs about to befall him. 

Our hero, however, did not sit him- 
seif down in despair, but with an intre- 
pidity natural to him; determined to 
explore some mearws of release, or to 
brave the worst that might happen to 
him. 

He began groping about, hoping to 
be favoured by a ray of light, to assi&t 
him in his researches. 

In the midst of hislabours he gcasped 
an object, which made him instanta- 
aeously recoil. His resolut km, how- 

1 4 ever, 
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ever, quickly returned; in a moment 
he regained the spot, and attempting 
to recover the object which had staftled 
him, tq his infinite terror and conster- 
nation, he placed his hands on the icy 
features of a corpse. 

Struck with horror at this circum- 
stance, he concluded he had arrived at a 
spot, where many a fatal victim of 
cruelty had breathed his last ; and which 
was intended, shortly to be his grave. 

Stung with these reflexions, he ranged 
with a wild and disordered step where- 
ever his feet would carry him. 

As he was darting frora one spot to 
another his foot tripped, and stooping 
to feel what it was that obstructed his 
passage, encountered ädditional horror, 
by grasping a human skull. 

In a moinentary phrensy he threw it 
from him. A des- 
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A desperate thought now seized his 
brain. . * 

" This is no m other/' exclaims he, 
" than the murderer's charnel-house, 
and these the bones that have been sa- 
crificed to his remorseless purpose. 

« By Heavens! these Fragments of 
mortality shall render ten-fold ven- 
geance on their destroyers." 

So saying, hie stooped and grasped a 
huge thigh-bone, and brandishing this 
awful relic, directed it with maddened 
rage at he knew not what, It feil on 
something, likeadoor, which reverber- 
ated the sound like thunder. 

Orlando rushed with vehemence on 
the door, and after repeated attacks, it 
gave way, and admitted him into a 
dreary place > in the centre of which 

i 5 hung 
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hung a lamp that cast a pale glimmering 
around/ 



Dismal as this apartment appeared, 
he rushed into it with joy. 



The return of light was gratifying to 
his soul, though surrounded with me- 
lancholy and disgusting objecto. 

This gloomy place contained several, 
cavities. Orlando stepped forward to 
survey one nearly opposite to him, but 
started back on beholding a human ske- 
leton, half reclining towards the floor: 
round the ancle-bones appeared a ring 
of massy iron; it was mouldering into 
pieces, and * its haggard front seemed 
dropping from its gristly trunk. 



Orlando turhed äside with terror from 
the sight, and looked round with wist- 
ful eyes for an opening to escape. 

While 



f 

THB HORRID SPECTRE. 179 

While he was so doing, the sonnd of 
footsteps, quickly advancing towards the 
place he stood in, made him fly for 
concealment into one of the recesses/ 

Scarce had he hid himself behind a 
pile of' mouldering coffins, when two 
furious^ ruffians entered, bearing a hu- 
man body on their Shoulders; and car- 
rying it to nearly opposite where Or- 
lando was concealed, fiung it into 
something like a tomb, exclaiming, 
" Execrable villain! He there acccursed; 
soon shall thy master know a fat^ as 
bad!" 

Panic Struck, as was our -hero, at 

these expressions levelled against his 

^own life, he nevertheless was deter- 

mined, soon as the murderers retired; tQ 

take a last view of his faithful servant. 

Orlando crossed to the tomb, and 
beheld him with inexpressive cojicern 

i 6 extend- 
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extended, insensible, and yrithout signs 
of life. 

Despair seized him at this sight ; with 
uplifted hands he ranged to and fro, and 
at length advanced to take a parting 
look on his unfortunate domestic, when, 
to his infinite surprise and joy he fownd 
him breathe. 

Our 'squire, in a little time, reco- 
vered so far as to open his eyes, and 
make an effort to get up. 

At first he gazed wildly about him, 
but in a few minutes recognized his be- 
loved master Standing by him. 

" Ah! my dear master/* cried he, 
with a deep sigh. 

Here his voice failed him, and he re- 
lapsed into a momentary State of insen- 
sibility. 

Orlando 
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Orlando seeing his servant overcoitte 
with surprise, waited for the moment 
of his recovery, and then exhorted him 
in the mildest terms to forbear parleying 

in so dreadful a case, and to use every 

« 

effort for immediate flight. 

The lapse of every moment increased 
our hero's suspense. 

Woful experience taught him not a 
moment was to be lost; with an ar- 
dency of mind he caught up poor old 
Peter, and flew to the door the ruffians- 
went out at, but found it fast. 

„ With haste and impatience he then 
surveyed all the avenues in the apart- 
ment, but discovered .nothing favour- 
able to his wishes. 

" Some Heavenly power direct me 
to escape," cries Orlando. 

In 
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In uttering this he stamped violently 
on the floor, and fcund it rebounded; 
when searching narrowly, they disco- 
vered the secret spring of a trap-door, 
which imraediately opened, leaving a 
space, just wide enough for a Single 
person to descend, through which they 
hastily retreated, taking the precaution 
immediately to close the door. 

Scarce was this accomplished, when 
arviolent commotion ensued above them; 
and Orlando, by listening, heard seve- 
ral menaces and curses, which he con- 
cluded, to arise from the circumstance 
of their escape. 

* 

Our hero and his 'squire now found 
themselves in total darkness, and began 
exploring the place to find an opening; 
at last they feit something like a bricked 
archway, wkh a space »ufficient to ad- 
mit a person on all-fours, 

Made 



THK HORRI0 SPECTRE, 183 

Made desperate with iear, they bold- 
ly set about traversing this passage; 
and after infinite pain and inconveni- 
ence, arrived at last into a gloomy 
apartment, with an iron grating, through 
which issued a light, just sufficient to 
direct them to a nairow avenue, leading 
into a spacious wine cellar. 

> 

In the midst of their perturbation and 
alarm, Orlando thought this a happy 
opportunity to refresh themselves; and 
regardless for a moment of his own 
feelings, instantly presented a botüe to 
his servant, who was nearly exhausted 
with terror and dismay, 

The old man took a copious draught, 
and found himself mach revived; and 
our hero benefited not a little by making 
the same application. 

They now re-commenced their en- 
deavours to discover a way to escape, 

and 
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and soon found in one corner of the 
room a heavy door, concealed by a 
thickbuttress. 

Orlando found a key near the spot, 
which he supposed, would open it, but 
he was disappointed; nor could all the 
efforts he used make any alteration in 
its position ; a circumstance which cha- 
grined him much, as this was the only 
visible means to help them on in their 
pursuit. 

Baffled in his hopes, he ruminated on 
some mode of concealment, not know- 
ing how soon they might be surprised 
with a visit from the ruffians. 

Our hero, by an effort of main 
strengt^ divided some of the largest 
hampers ranged in the darkest part of 
the apartment, into which space, he and 
Peter rushed with the greatest precipi- 
tation. 

They 
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They had not been long in this uneasy 
Situation, wHen the sound of footsteps, 
descending towards the door way, ex- 
cited in them fresh tumults of alarm ; 
soon after a key was applied, the door 
opened, and they could distinctly hear a 
person enter the vault. 

Orlando reared himself up in the most 
cautious manner to get a sight of the 
visitor, and in this attitude he saw, 
making his way into the vault, a figure 
of the most terrifying description. 

His visage was partly concealed, by a 
helmet cap which he wore close over 
his forehead; but enough of his coun- 
tenance was seen, to denote it mür- 
derous and horrid. 

On one side hunga naked dagger, 
and on the other, was girt a brace of 
pistols; in his hand he held a small 

lamp, 
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lamp, which gave a faint and glimmer- 
ing light. 

Luckily for otir persecuted sufferers 
he kept at a distance from the place 
they had resorted ta. 

The ruffian now pulled open a little 
closet door, which had escaped Orlan- 
do's notiee, and took from thence some- 
thing that appeared like a round hollow 
box. He then sat himself down on a 
stone bench which projected from the 
wall and pouring some liquor into the 
article he had just taken, drank it off 
with the greatest avidity. 

Orlando thought the cup had some- 
thing of a stränge appearance, and hi* 
curiosity led him to notice it with strict 
attention, when horrible to relate, he 
discovered it to be a human skull, hol- 
lowed out for the purpose. 
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He could scarcely govcrn his feelittgs 
at so inhuman a sight, but judged it 
prudent to stifle his indignation for the 
moment, particukrly, as he entertained 
hopes that an opportunity would occur, 
before long, from which they might 
obtain a desirable advantage. 

Orlando was not disappointed in his 
expectations. 

In a little time the monster had made 
such repeated applications to the bottle, 
that he began to nod, and shortly af- 
terwards, feil down in a State of brutal 
insensibility. 

Our hero, without further delay, 
broke from his coftfinement, and order- 
ing Peter to follow, they both rushed 
forward to secure the ruffian, 

Having disarmed him of his dagger 
and pistols, they issued from the vault, 

and 
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and turned the key upon the mur- 
derer. 

Being provided with weapons of de-* 
fence, Orlando was determined to make 
a bold effort to escape from the castle. 

Having quitted the vault, they per- 
ceived, by the light of the lämp they 
carried with them, a flight of stone 
Steps. 

Orlando now cautiöned Peter to be 
instantly on his guard, and giving him 

.the dagger, the poor old man took it, 

exclaiming, " God keep us from using 

it, my dear master!" trembling, at the 

same time, with an agitation, that ex- 

cited the greatest compassion in the 

mind of his master. 

When they had ascended the stair- 
case, they came into a little hall of a 
circular form, having five diSerent ave~ 
nues leading into it. Orlando 
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Orlando deliberated which to pass, 
s at length he directed iiis way through 
one that seemed rather loftier than the 
rest, when after passing several wind- 
ings and turnihgs, they arrived at a 
large stately room. 

He now supposed that they had 
emerged from the subterraneous part, 
and come to the interior Situation of 
the Castle, which made them feel more 
lively hopes of escaping from their 
horrid confinement. 

They were, however, still on the 
alarm, not knowing but that they might, 
the next moment, be surprised, and 
murdered. 

Our hero crossed the apartment, and 
went out at a small door, which brought 
them into a long passage, which he and 
his 'squire were just on the point of 
entering, but suddenly started back at 

the 
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the appearance of a light, which ksued 
through the chinks of an adjoining 
apartment. 

They now found that they had arrived 
at the habitable part of the Castle, and 
doubted not but it \yas occupied by the 
ruffians. 

Our hero dtew near to where he sup- 
posed the light to proceed from, and 
luckily found a space between the wain- 
scot, sufficient to observe thöir con- 
duct. 

* 

Round a table sat four desperate look- 
ing figures, and a chair was vacant for a 
fifth. 

fti a Iittle time a ruffian entered,, 
holding a daggef reeking with blood, 
who, whh a savage sneer, exclaimed, 



Cursed be the fawning hypocrite ! 

What, 






> 
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" What, shall a miscreant, who has 
sanctioned our deeds, and shared the 
spoils for years, now talk of pity ? — But 
I have sent him to his account. 

" Thus pensb^ continued the mur- 
derer, striking his dagger into the ta- 
pestry, " all apo&tates from our cause." 

Our hero ardently wisbed to have a 
sight of the wounded man, thinking, if 
he possessed any life at all, he might 
get some intelligence from the victim, 
of the right mode of getting out of the 
Castle. 

With the .utmost caution he traversed 
one oar two k rooms, and came at last to 
a landing-place, where they found the 
assassinated man, weitering in his 
blood. 

The unhappy wretch, soon as he be- 
held Orlando, in faultering accents, ex- 
<jlaimed, " my fate is just. " Oh ! 
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€€ Oh ! Sir, dreadful doings have 
been perpetrated here. 

" But fly, they seek your blood; 
life is ebbing fast. Take the avenue on 
thc ieft-hand as you descend — farewell." 

Orlando and his servant hearing foot- 
steps, hastened away with the utmost 
precipitation. 

They took the course the dying man 
directed them, and purstling several 
windings, came at last to a small place, 
with an iron grating, about the size of 
a window, but a small distance from the 
ground. Our hero exulted in the sight, 
and pushing aside the grating, he and 
his faithful old servant descended imme- 
diately from the horrors of the custle. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 



o 



'RLANDO and his companion utter- 
ed an ejaculation of gratitude soon as 
they found themselves at liberty; and 
setting off with füll speed, directed their 
way over a heath, which lay about that 
part of the Castle, from which they had 
escaped. 

This heath was skirted with an im- 
mense forest, which served to conceal 
our fugitives when they arrived. 

Soon as they found themselves in the 

wood, Orlando took a bottle out of his 

vol. i. k pocket. 
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pocket, which he had cöntrived to 
secure when in the Castle; with this 
they refreshed themselves, and then de- 
liberated pn the track they should take 
in their retreat. 

They determined at length lipon the 
path which led by the edge of the 
forest, intending to alight at the first 
house or cottage they came near. 

They continued to travel the greater 
' part of the day without observing a 
sihgle individual ; at length, at a small 
distance on their left-hand, they disco- 
yered a man, in the employment of 
cutting wood. 

Our hero enquired of this person the 
way to some habitatiqn, who directed 
them to a cottage, ab^ut a mite off, 
Standing on the borders of a sm^jjhrer- 
dant-looking common. 
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Farmer Myrtle's abode, at which our 
travellers soon arrived, was the seat of- 
health and content. 

Its Situation, indeed, was such as ac- 
counted well for the ruddy coraplexion 
of his numerous offspring; and the easy 
and cheerful countenances of the farmer 
and his wife, clearly evinced that hap- 
piness may exist in a very small circle. 

They feit no alarm at the appearance 
of a stranger ; so that Orlando soon saw 
he had arrived at ajspot where he might, 
in confidence, enjoy serenity and re- 
pose. 

^frs. Myrtle had just come from milk- 
ing a cow, and the farmer was returned 
with a lot of fish, which he had caught 
in a neighbouring brook. 

Mrs. Myrtle had a kind of two-fold 
occupation on her hands; the care of 

k 2 her 
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her familv, and attendance on a little 
shop, with which she supplied the 
neighbouring cottages with several use- 
ful articles. 

The house stood on a rising ground, 
the entrance to which was by three 
steps. 

The front was ornamented with a 
vine, which spread its branches from 
side to side. 

The hall or kitchen was roomy, and 
decorated with several Utensils for agri- 
culture. 

In the centre, on a beam, were rang- 
ed two or three fowling-pieces; having, 
close by, a net and several fishing rods. 

The rack was supplied with the flitch 
in störe, and here and there hang sus- 
pended ä few hams, intended for the 
hour of festival and nrerriment. 
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Mrs. Myrtle was a pattern for do- 
mestic duties; extremely neat in her 
person; affable in her manners; active 
and alert in business. She was avaJti- 
able woman, one who centered the 
whole of her happiness, in studying the 
wishes of her husband, and the just and 
proper concerns of her family. 

Our hero apologized for intruding 
on the hospitality of the farmer ; assert- 
ing, that himself and servanf had.suf- 
fered a great deal of fatigue> and beg- 
ged the favour of resting a short time at 
hishouse; towhich, Myrtle replted, in 
the most hospitable and friendly matt- 
ner, and gäve Orlando the strengest 
assurances of his good wishes to enter- 
tain him with every thing his house 
aflbrded. 

Mrs. Myrtle, at the same time, step- 
ped out, and returned with a capacious 
bowl of milk, warm from the cow, 

k 3 which 
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which she, with the greatest good na- 
tura, handed to Orlando; and having 
spread a cloth on the table, white as 
the driven snow, prepared a feast of 
home-made bread, ham, new-laid eggs, 

and other viands, then in the house. 

• 

Our hero applied to the bowl, and 
after taking a copious draught, protested 
it was the most delicious beverage he 
had ever tasted. 

The (armer then invited him to the 
table, to which Orlando approached ; but 
intreated, at the same time, that Mr. 
and Mrs. Myrtle would also sit down to 
it. 

The farmer and his wife s^emed ra- 
ther shy of acquiescing at first, but the 
engaging address of our hero prevailed, 
and they soon assembled as a very happy 
party. 

After 
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After resting an hour or two, Orlan- 
do entertained ideas of proceeding 
homewards; but the feeble State of his 
servant, who now began to suffer se- 
riously from his fatigue, and his owa 
lassitude and weariness of body, embar- 
rassed him not a little in his reflexions. 
While he was pondering seriously on 
the affair, Myrtle was using every assi- 
duity to enter tain his guests; and at 
length observing the heavy looks of 
our travellers, intreated them, in the 
most friendly manner, to defer their 
journey tili the next day, observing, 
he could provide accommodation for 
them with no inconvenience. 

Orlando, in his present Situation, 
was glad of the farmer's offer, and 
thanking him in the most respectful 
manner, said, he would avail himself of 
so friendly a proposal. 

Our hero amused himself in the 

k 4 course 
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course of the evening with a walk in the 
orchard, which made a very rural ap- 
pearance at the back of the house. 

At the further end, under the shade 
of a venerable oak, was placed a seat, 
admirably adapted for contemplation 
and retirement, into which he threw 
himself, and immediately a train of 
ideas, melancholy and irksome, took 
possession of him. 

He ruminated on past occarrences, 
tili he almost persuaded himself, that an. 
inevitable destiny of misfortunes was to 
accompany him all his life; in short, 
he was gradually sinking into despon- 
dency, wheii summöning up the for- 
titude and heroism intuitive in him, he 
shook off the burthen; and began to 
amuse himself with thonghts of a ten- 
der kind. 

The lovely image of Monimia now 
>le like a charm upon his souL 
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u Delightful moments," exclaims our 
hero, ec when cheered by thy heavenly 
conversation. 

" What pleasure in thy smile ; what 
good sense in thy sentiments. 

" How fascinating thy looks; and how 
infatuating thy conversation. 

"" Seatcd by thee, my adorable Mo- 
nimia, in a serene evening like the pre- 
sent, and surrounded by the most deli- 
cious views — how extatic were my Miss, 
while attending to thy soft persuasive 
tongue, and listening to the notes of 
the melodious nightingale. 

S€ Could I but hope to have inspired 
thee with congenial sentiments, in this 
happy spot, how smoothly wouid the 
tide of ltfe flow. Content, serene, and 
blest beyond description, we would 

k 5 spend 
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spend whole years together, in rural 
innocence and happiness." 

Orlando could have feasted his ideas 
for hours with such a reverie, but he 
found it expedient now to retire. 

His health required rest, and Mr. 
Myrtle had just come to acquaint him 
that supper was on the table, and that 
there was only wanting his presence, to 
encourage them to partake of it. 

Our hero, delighted with his unaffect- 
ed hospitality, accompanied him, with 
a tranquillity, which he had seldom 
known; and which was heightened to 
a considerable degree, when he sat 
down and beheld the farmer and his 
wife, surrounded by a numerous cheer- 
ful offspring, whose innocent prattle 
occasioned them uninterrupted amuse- 
ment; and to which, they attended 

with 
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with an air of happiness, not to be 
described. 

Orlando was quite of a domestic taste, 
and not even the most splendid banquet^ 
that was ever exhibited, could have de- 
lighted^ him so much as a sight like 
this, 

The next morning our hero resumed 
his ideas about returning home, but 
his old servant was not sufficiently re- 
covered for the purpose; and he, hiiri- 
self, experienced a lassitude of body, 
not well adapted for such a design. . In 
consequence of a pressing invitation 
from Myrtle, to tany one day longer, 
he again put off his journey to Bell- 
grove Castle; determined, at all even ts > 
to undertake it the following morning. 

In the course of the day, as Peter jtnd 
his master were taking a little excuf*\ 
sion from the cottage, a conversatioö 

k 6 ensued, 
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ensued, on their respective situations in 
the castle. 

This was the first time a word had 
passed on the subject, since their es- 
cape; the truth is, that when quitting 
that detested spot, their attention was 
so taken up with regard to their own 
personal safety, that scarce any thing 
but broken unconnected sentences had 
passed between them; and those, na 
way relating to the subject. 



/ 



Such, indeed, was the reserve which 
the horrors of the castle had produced 
on Orlando, that he had not as yet feit 
an inclination to make them the topic of 
conversation ; and poor old Peter was 
so confounded with terror, that the 
bare mention of the circumstance, at 
first, would have operated like a stroke 
of electricity upon him. Now, how- 
ever, that he appeared, in a great mea- 
sure,, recw^r^d, Orlando , thought he 

might 
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might touch on the affair, without agi- 
tating his feelings. 

They were now taking a turn across 
a field, in view of the cottage, when 
our hero exclaimed, "Well, my old 
friend, I suppose, by this time, you are 
quite tired of serving one, ivho has led 
you into so many difficülties ?" 

" Why, I must acknowledge, my dear 
master," cries Peter, " that mine is not 
a time of life to bear many rubs or buf- 
fetings; but I shall never repine at any 
thing that may happen in your servicc." 

" Well said, my noble friend; and 
base indeed would be my heart, could I 
treat with ingratitude so faithful an 
attachment. But courage, I hope we 
shall participate in many happy engage- 
ments to come, Peter. 



(< 



Sorry, indeed, should I be, to ex- 

pose 
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posc your venerable age to miseries like 
the past." , 

'* Ah, master!" cries Peter, "I am 
sometimes afraid you distrüst my attach- 
ment: my weakness, it is true, may 
give rise to the opinion ; but I have, a 
long time, made up my mind to live and 
die with you/* 

Here a tear of aflFection feil from him, 
which Orlando considering as the streng- 
est testimony of his fidelity, assured 
htm, he had the highest respect for his 
Services; which were such as were sure 
to excite his esteem upon every recol- 
lection of thenu 

Our hero now questioned Peter, as. 
to his sufferings, after their Separation ; 
when the latter began, as follows: 

€ Your honour recollects sending me 
into the closet adjoining the room you 

were 
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were to sleep in, and I was consoling 
myself with the hopes of obtaining a. 
little rest, after our fatigueing journey. 

' Just as I was on the poiht of Coming 
to await your honour's commands for 
the evening, a sudden noise in your 
apartment made me fly to know the 
cause, and I entered just time enough 
to behold the treächery practised upon 
you. I sprang forward, with the hopes 
of rescuing you, but my attempts were 
iueffectual, the trap-door closed, and 
left me stupified with amazement at the 
sight. 

f I called aloud for assistance, not re- 
collecting we were in the hands of ruf- 
fians ; no assistance was offered, and I 
immediately ran out of the apartment, 
with an intent to escape. 

' In traversing a gallery, not far from 
the room, I was met by. a man in black 

armöur, 
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armour, who opposed my passage, at 
the same time exclaiming, 

€ Advance no further, villain ! This 
moment is your last, if you proceed 
another step ! 

( I feil upon my knees, ajid intreated, 
in the most suppliant manner, that be 
would spare the life of my poor master. 

' This speech, instead of exciting 
compassion in the ruffian, inspired 
him with fresh sentiments of cruelty.~ 
Your master, cries he, has paid the price 
of his »resumption, in laying claim to 
this Castle; and shortly, you shall be 
consigned to a like fate ; so saying, he 
$eized' t me by the collar, and dragged 
jne thrpugh varioiusi places, tili we ar- 
rived at where the crew were carousing. 

* ' 

f Marco* cries he to a feUow, hideous 
as Satan bimself, 

' . ' Bind 
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' Bind this villain hand and foot, and 
chain him to the wall next the gristly 
spectacle below. There let him await, 
in torturing suspense, the moment of 
my revenge ! 

f I was immediately assailed by three 
or four of the ruffians, who were about 
to put the mandate into execution,when 
revenge strengthened my enfeebled si- 
news, and rushing forward, 1 caught 
hold of a dagger that lay near, and 
aimed a furious blow at the man in ar- 
mour; but, a]as! the blow was co unter- 
acted, and the murderers instantly feil 
upon me with exasperated rage and 
fury. 






c I soon became insensible ; and the 
first moment of my recovery was,>when 
I beheld your honour standing by me in 
the vault.' 

" Such a set of miscreants must not 

be 
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be permitted to persist in their abomi- 
nations," cries Orlando ; " and, but for 
certain prudential feasons, I would im- 
mediately solicit assistance, and surprise 
the castle, not that I think we should 
be successful in apprehending the vil- 
lains ; apprized of our departure, they 
have, no doubt, made a precipitate 
escape. 

te l must, however, at some periöd, 
endeavour to develope the mysteries of 
that place; it has most certainly been 
the abode of cruelty and injustice, but 
who have been the instigators of such 
inhumanity, I am at a loss to determine." 

Orlando was proceeding on the sub- 
ject, when he suddenly recollected they 
had walked a greater distance than he 
was aware of, and looking round, with a 
view of returning,was earnestly intreated 
by Peter to gö as far as a pleasant hill, 
a little before them, which seeraed to 
command a delightful prospeett 
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The day was auspicious to their de- 
sign, and when they arrived at the sum- 
mit, Orlando and his 'squire were gra- 
tified with the riebest view they had 
ever beheld. 

On one side ran a silver stream, the 
banks of which were ornamented with 
cowslips and daises, of a beautiful hue. • 

In the meadows beyond, various cat<~ 
tle were grazing, and the tinkling of the 
sheep bell, added music to the scene. 

On the borders of the stream stood 
the busy angler;. who, every now-and- 
then, tbrew up some addition to his 
day's sport.. 

The prospect was not very extensive, 
but it was charming. The eye could 
not be carried either way, more than a 
few miles; but the whole exhibited such 

a mul- 
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a multiplicity of objects, as could not 
fail to charm tfae fancy. 



Our hero did, by no means, regret 
attending to his servants* request; he 
descended the hill in raptures, and 
thought hiraself amply repaid for his 
exertions. 

Soon as they returned to a little com- 
mon, almost at the foot of the hiü, 
their attention was taken, in observing 
a small drele of people, surrounding 
some object, which seemed, very parti- 
cularly, to engage their notice. 

Orlando, though not tinctured with 
that weakness of running up to know 
the cause of every little trifling bustle, 
was yet curious to find out what had 
produced this assembly; and an idea 
that it raight be a case of distress, made 
him hasten to the spot. 

Upon 
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Upon coming to the crowd, he per- 
ceived in tHe midst of it a little böy, * 
wha was crying and sobbing piteously. 

The little fellow held his hand up to 
his face, and seemed so overcome with 
sorrow, as not to be able to make äny 
reply to the questions directed to him. ' 

Orlando, upon a closer examination, 
was much surprised to find it was little 
Johnny, one of farmer Myrtle's sons, 
who had becorae so partial to him, as 
to have followed him almost all the way 
to the hill ; but not being able to over- 
take our hero, had given up the pursuit, 
and abandoned himself to despair. 

The little fellow, however, soon es- 
pied his favourite, and ran to him, with 
such an excess of joy, as clearly shewed 
his great partiality for Orlando. 

Our hero had, indeed, won him over 

by 



-^ 

** ' 



*r 
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by several little presents, and by amus- 
ing him with many entertaining stories, 
so that Johnny was never more happy, 
than when in the stränge gentleman's 
Company. 

Our hero was highly entertained with 
this tribute of infant gratitude ; and tak- 
ing him up in his arms, comforted him, 
with the assurance of soon being at 
hoifie again, The little fellow was now 
quite happy, and amused his companion 
with a great deal of innocent prattle ; 
which, with a sense of the child's regard 
for him, made the time pass very agree- 
ably, tili they at length arrived at the 
cottage. 



CHAP. 



THE HORRID SPECTRE, 2 1 5 



CHAPTER XL 



VyRLANDO and his man left the cot- 
tage early next morning. The kind 
farmer shewing a disposition tö oblige 
pur travellers to the last 

• 

Finding his amiable guest resolved on 
going, he contrived to get ready a pair 
of horses for their use ; an offer which 
our hero accepted, on condition of not 
using them further than the first market 
town. 

It was not without regret Orlando left 
his happy and benevolent hosts, and 

cordially 
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cordially shaking hands with the farmer, 
gave him an earnest invitation to Bell- 
grove Castle. 

His little affectionate friend looked 
with an innocent gaze at him at his de- 
parture, and was just beginning to shew 
some sorrowful Symptoms on the occa- 
sion, when Orlando taking out his 
watch, put it into his hands, and desired 
him to give it to his father, to preserve 
as a keep-sake for him. 

The clock had just Struck six when our 
hero departed from the cottage. 

The morning wasbeautiful. 

The sun had risen about an hour, 
and shed an enlivening lustre all a round. 

The birds had begun their early song. 

The industrious peasants were hieing 

to 
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to their daily labours, and the ruddy 
milk-maid was hastily returning with her 
spoil. 



Whilc the busy shepherd was tending 
flock — 



" Röus'd by the cock, the soon cUd shepherd 
" leaves 
" Hismossy cottage, where with peace he dwells, 
" And from the crowded fold, in order drives 
" His flock, to taste the verdtfre'of the mom." 

Thomson. 

The scene was highly exhilartting, 
and quite in uriison with Orlando^ feel- 
ings; who, having recovered .from the 
gloom. he had contracted at the Castle, 
feit much elevated in the prospect of 
seeiqg his friends agaigu . 
, • > 

They wer e not long before they ar- 
rived at Tewkrtmry, when quitting 
their hoises, Orlando ordered a chaise 

^fOL. t. jl to 
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to be got ready in the course of half an 
hour. 



In the mean time he enquired for a 
trusty TÄäti; ' tb whom he committed the 
horses, and making him a haridsonte 
present, directed him to conduct them 
carefiilly to former Myrtle's. 

Havirig refreshed himself, he gave 
Orders. to the. cfc^ise-driver to use dis- 
patch. 

f - After travtlliäg pöst all the day, they 
found thev hzd accomplished somethkig 
more/than half the journey ; and ia the 
eventng>: -alighted at Betley . 
' .• i ' *•..*■' \ ■ ' . - j i* » *i\ ü->. 
Orlando, in a Irttte tü»e äfl^/ witfr a 
view of amusirig himself with the papers, 
repaired to thejcoffee-roqm., and söön 
placed himsejf by the fcide of a- ge&Ue- 
man> Avhö had the appearance olA der- 

gyroan ; 
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gyman ; , aiufc who> , with . Jthe /giftest 
politcneaa and good nattafc rose tq aß- 
«xunroodato our?Jbero in bis «e»t. 



y t » > 



There was something affable and be- 
nign, jfl the couptenaVQe, of; thi* geitfle- 
Wi tbat very, .sptm ingra$iatqd iteplf 
into Orlandos ftyour. 

V 

4 

It happened that the stranger had 
equaljy the ; same propensity for the 
Company of our hero; a conversation 
soqn tpok place between them, bighly 
amusing to both parties. The doctor 
was divested of that pomp apd arrq- 
gance, so.notorious in many clerical 
characters. 

Tfrough educated at one of the Col- 
leges, his mind was not cpntaminated 
with a certain disgusting fastidiousnes?, 
not unfrequently brought from such 
insttfutians. r 

,,■ U He 
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He ^was no pedant; on the other 
band, though bis language was correct, 
and eveo elegant, it was easy, unstu- 
died, and unaffected. 

In finc, he exhibited great suavity of 
manne», was easy of access, and couW 
entertain bis Company in a vein ofplea- 
santry, without prophanencss. 

The doctor and our hero had, at 
length, got on so social a footing, that 
they reciprocally enquked into the des- 
tination of each other; and on the 
former describing his hopie at Ashgrove 
Vicarage, 

€t Gopd Heavens!" cries our hero; 
" that is the name of the residence of~ 
the lady, whom I delivered from the 



cave." 



t€ And do I see before me that gal- 
lantyouth?" exclaims the doctor. 

The 
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The mögt friendly congratulation im- 
mediately ensued on botfa sides,^ and a 
contract was instantaneously agreed on, 
that they should travel the remaining 
part of die journey together. 

« « 

Onr hero and his friend were so en- 
tertained with each other's Company, 
that they unintentionally sat up tili a 
late hour; at length, the doctor casting 
his eyes towards the clock, reminded 
our hero of the rest necessary for the 
prosecution of their journey, and they 
both retired to their respective apart- 
ments, mutually delighted with the 
evenings adventure. 

In the morning the two friends de- 
parted, not a little pleased at the pros- 
pect of their foture intercourse and ao 
quaiiitanle. 

As they proceeded on the road, they 
amused themselves with observatioris on 

lS various 
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various olgects, . ?hd wer? »particularly 
atteptive to the majiy fine prospects, 
whiph every now-aikUthen appeared. 

The doctor, at length, in a ' certaifi 
part of the road, desired our hero to 
notice a slately raansioo, seated on an 
eminence, at sotpe distance, and which 
comnjanded a bold open view of the 
country around. . 

u That house^ sir/' cries the dpctor, 
" has not long since become the scene 
of woe and wretchedness; and the lord 
of it now secretes himself in sorae ije- 
cluse apartment, insensible to all the 
enjoyments of life, and totally disgust- 
ed with socidty." 

" The story. seems interestipg, though 
melancholy," observed our hero; ah/i 
requested the favour of a recital of it. 



(C 



J 9tall not,hesatate.a moment tp 

comply 



*- 
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comply with your request/' replies the 
doctor; " particularly, as I have ob- 
served in you a disposition to sympa- 
thize with misfortune ; an inclination 
which, believe me, sir, without flattery, 
I have ever considered as connected 
with good^sense, and Jrue henevolence 



of heart.V J -<~..s 



.*J V-.-. -' 

Orlan$ bowed at the conroliment, 
and the -ooctor proceeded, as Ve shall 
find in th&second volume. 

-A 






END jQ>F,4ttit FIRST VOLUME. 



